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Righteousness in Securing the Well-Being of the Vulnerable 
Deuteronomy 21:10-22:8 

 I. Maintaining the Rights of Female Prisoners of War (Deuteronomy 21:10–14) 

 II. Maintaining the Well-Being of an Unloved Wife and a Firstborn Son (Deuteronomy 21:15–17) 

  A. Background to Deuteronomy 21:15–17: Polygamy (polygyny) in the First Testament 

   1. The Ideal: Monogamy (Gen 2:24-25) 

    2. The Reality 

     a. The Royal Reality  

      Deut 17:17; Judg 8:30–31; 1 Sam 18:17–30; 25:38–43; 27:23; 2 Sam 3:2–5; 5:13;  

      1 Kgs 11:1–9; 2 Chron 11:21 

     b. The Commoner Reality  

      Gen 4:23; 16; 25:1–2; 30; 1 Sam 1:2 

  B. Exposition 

   1. The Problem (v. 15) 

    Definitions 

     (1) To “love” and to “hate” 

     (2) “Firstborn” (bĕkôr) 

      Why was the firstborn special in ancient Israel? 

      (a) 

      (b) 

      (c) 

   2. The Answer (vv. 16-17a) 

   3. The Rationale (v. 17b) 

 III. Maintaining the Fabric of the Community (Deuteronomy 21:18–21) 

  A. Introduction 

   1. The Structure of the Text  

  a. The Protasis (The Problem) 

   If a man has a wayward and defiant son,  
     who does not heed his father or mother  
     and does not obey them even after they discipline him . . . , 

  b. The Apodosis (The Righteous Response) 

   . . . then his father and mother shall take hold of him  
    and they shall bring him out to the elders of his town at the public place of his community, 
    and they shall say to the elders of his town,  
     "This son of ours is disloyal and defiant;  
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     he refuses to listen to our voice, 
     he is a glutton and a drunkard." 
     and all the men of his town shall stone him to death with stones. 

  c. The Motivation 
   Thus you will purge the evil from your midst, 
   and all Israel will hear,  
   and they will be afraid. 

    
   2. The Background to this Text 
 
    a. The Biblical Background 
 
     (1) The Foundational Decalogic Statement (Deut 5:16) 
 

    (2) Old Testament Reinforcement 
 

   b. Extra-Biblical Background 
 
  B. Exposition 
 
   1. The Problem: A Hopelessly Incorrigible Son (v. 18) 
 
   2. The Solution (vv. 19–21a) 
 
    Observations: 
 
    (a) Note the role of the wife/mother. 

    (b) Note the locus of responsibility for matters of life and death. 

    (c) Note the nature of the process. 

    (d) Note the parents’ declaration of the son’s pathology. 

    (e) Note the role of the community in the administration of justice. 
 
   3. The Goal (v. 21b) 
 
    (a) Purging the community of “the evil.” 
    (b) Instilling the community with fear. 
 
  C. Theological and Practical Implications 
 
   1. The Disposition of Proverbs toward Rebellious Youth 
 
   2. The Disposition of the New Testament toward Rebellious Youth 
 
   3. What shall we do with texts like this? 
     


