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The Text 

The Problem 

14:1 Some of the elders of Israel came to me and sat down in front of me. 2Then the following message of 

YHWH came to me: 3"Human, these men have set up their idols on their hearts, and they have placed their 

iniquitous stumbling-block right in front of their faces. But shall I really allow myself to be consulted by 

them?"  

The Lord’s First Answer 

4Therefore speak to them, and tell them: 'Thus has the Lord YHWH declared: "If anyone from the house of 

Israel, who sets up his idols on his heart or places an iniquitous stumbling-block right in front of his face, and 

then approaches the prophet, I, YHWH, will respond to him accordingly, according to the multitude of his 

idols, 5so that I may seize the whole house of Israel, all who have defected from me, by their hearts."' 

The Lord’s Second Answer 

6Therefore, say to the house of Israel, 'Thus has the Lord YHWH declared: "Repent and turn away from your 

idols! Turn your faces away from all your abominations!" 7Surely, if any one from the house of Israel, or from 

the aliens who reside in Israel, defects from me by setting up his idols on his heart and placing his iniquitous 

stumbling-block right in front of his face, and then comes to the prophet to inquire of me through him, I am 

YHWH I will respond to him directly. 8I will set my face against that person. I will make him a sign and a 

proverb. I will cut him off from the midst of my people. Then you will know that I am YHWH. 

9And if a prophet is deceived into making a pronouncement, I, YHWH, am the one who has deceived that 

prophet. I will stretch out my hand against him and destroy him from the midst of my people Israel. 10They 

will bear their punishment] the inquirer and the prophet will be punished the same, 11 so that the house of 

Israel may never again stray away from me, and never again defile themselves with all their rebellious actions. 

Then they will be my people, and I will be their God. The declaration of the Lord YHWH. 
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Exposition 

Introduction 

1. The Problem (14:1–3) 

These men have set up                           their dung pellets    on their hearts,  

and their iniquitous stumbling-block     they have placed      in front of their faces. 

2. YHWH’s First Answer (14:4–5) 

3. YHWH’s Second Answer (vv. 6–11) 

A They defect from YHWH. 

 B They bring up idols on their minds. 

 B' They place the iniquitous stumbling-blocks before their faces. 

 A' They seek YHWH. 

The Lord’s Response: The Warning of Judgment 

a. He will set his face against that person.”   

b. He will make Israel an example of the fate of idolaters who fall into the hands of God.  

c. He will cut off the idolater from the midst of his people.  

 

 The Problem of Divine Deception 

Numbers 23:19–20: 

Ezekiel 17:24; 22:14; 36:36; 37:14; cf. also 24:14. 

Jeremiah 4:10; 20:2; cf. 15:15, 18; 17:17–18). 

1 Kings 22 “Go up, for YHWH has given . . . into the hands of the king.”  

2 Sam 22:26–27 (= Ps. 18:26–27[25–26])  

The Lord’s Response: The Promise of Restoration 

a. YHWH desired a people who would never stray from him again.  

b. YHWH desired a nation that was cleansed from all its rebellious acts (pĕšāʿîm). 

c. YHWH desired a nation bound to him by covenant. 

 

Application 

1. Idolatry is essentially a matter of the mind/heart.  

2. The temptation of syncretism poses a threat to God’s people in every age.  

3. Even if the Lord invites all to come to him and knock, seek, and ask, he is under no obligation 

to respond to everyone who approaches him.  

4. So-called prophets of the Lord who acquiesce before the flattery and seductions of hypocritical 

inquirers become accomplices in their crimes and may expect the same punishment.  

5. Fifth, the Lord remains gracious and merciful to all who repent of their sin.  

6. Sixth, the Lord is never capricious in his judgment.  

 


