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12 For before certain men came from James, he was eating with the Gentiles; but when they came, he drew 

back and separated himself, fearing the circumcision party.  

1. Introduction (Acts 15:1, 5) 

2. The Significance of Circumcision in Paul’s Thinking 

3. The Insignificance of Circumcision in Moses’ Thinking 

 a. What did Moses say about circumcision? 

   Exod 12:43–48 

   Lev 12:3; 19:3 

 b. What did Moses do about circumcision? 

   Exod 4:24–26 

   Josh 5:2–9 

4. If not circumcision, then what? 

  Deut 10:12–11:1 
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(1) True Israelites claimed the Shema as the fundamental declaration of Israelite identity: wholehearted and 

full-bodied covenant commitment to YHWH. 

(2) True Israelites received the story of Israel’s redemption and the gift of the promised land as their story, 

and they responded to YHWH’s grace demonstrated in these formative events with grateful obedience. 

(3) True Israelites were marked by deep-seated and reverential trust in YHWH.  

 

(4) The Importance of the Torah (Deuteronomy) in this Faith-Building Enterprise 

1. The Torah (speeches of Moses in Deuteronomy) portrays YHWH in gloriously transcendent terms, 

pointing to a trustworthy deity.  

2. The Torah portrays YHWH in graciously personal terms.  

3. The Torah portrays YHWH as faithful to his word.  

5. Conclusion 

 


