
Pray for imprisoned or kidnapped Christians 

CHRISTIANS  IN  PRISON:  This list is only a sample: CAMBODIA: Theary Seng; CHINA: 
Li Jie, Hang Xiaodong, Wang Qiang; John Cao, Yan Hwa, Goa Zhisheng, Wang Yi; Hao Zhiwei, 
Zhang Shaojie, Li Juncai, Lian Xu Liang; ERITREA: Meron Gebreselasie, Mussia Ezas, Dr. Kifly 
Gebremeskel, Kidane Weldou, Haile Nayzgi; INDIA: Pastor Sawan; KAZAKHSTAN: Pastor 
Maximov; NORTH KOREA: Zhang Wen Shi PAKISTAN:  Zafar Bhatti; VIETNAM: Nguyen Nang 
Tinh, Nguyen Trung Ton

KIDNAPPED VICTIMS: Raymond Koh, Gilbart Biswas, Leah Sharibu, Sarah Atef, Joshua Hilmya & 
wife Ruth Sitepu, Hormoz Diril. 

From International Christian Concern

UN Sanctions Rebel Leaders in 
DRC as Violence Continues
02/23/2024 DRC (ICC)

The UN Security Council has sanctioned the 
leaders of five armed rebel groups, according to 
a statement by Ambassador Robert Wood, the 
deputy permanent representative of the US to 
the UN. Those sanctioned include two leaders 
of the ADF, a terrorist group guilty of continued 
violence against civilians, including Christian 
communities in the Democratic Republic of the 
Congo (DRC). 

• HOW TO PRAY: Pray for protection 
for Christians across the DRC. Pray for 
an end to ADF-led violence. Pray for 
government sanctions to be effective in 
addressing this violence. 

Terrorists Kill 23 in String of 
Attacks in Nigeria
02/21/2024 Nigeria (ICC)

From February 16 to February 19, suspected 
Islamic terrorists killed 23 people, injured 10, 
kidnapped five, and set ablaze 28 houses across 
multiple villages in Nigeria. It is unknown if 
these are coordinated attacks or if the same 
terrorists are committing each attack in the 
area. One villager expressed, “There is tension 
now in my village. We are killed because of our 
faith in Jesus.”

• HOW TO PRAY: Pray for healing and 
comfort for those who lost loved ones. 
Pray for protection for those who remain 
in the villages. Pray for the perpetrators 
to come to know the love of Christ.

Prayer for the Persecuted Church 
for March 1, 2024

Prayer for the Persecuted Church: Our Best Practices
Our focus in this hour is on prayer for the global church, not ourselves or our local issues. We can 
talk and even pray for those other things after prayer meeting is over at 1:00 p.m.

We strive to start our prayers by 12:10.

We are blessed to have a growing number of praying people join us. Let’s all offer short prayers 
throughout our prayer time, allowing time for everyone to pray out loud if they wish. We are blessed 
by prayers when we can hear them, but silent prayers from our people are as valued as spoken ones. 

Thank you for praying for the persecuted church. Encourage friends to pray, too! 



Jailed Pakistani Believer 
Freed After False Blasphemy 
Charge
02/23/2024 Pakistan (ICC)

On Feb. 10, Younas Masih, an elderly 
believer in Faisalabad, was accused by his 
Muslim neighbors of desecrating a Quran. 
This charge was baseless, as many of 
them are, though this rarely matters in the 
government’s eyes, as many believers have 
been convicted despite a lack of evidence. 
The difference in this case is that the 
charges were dropped and, in only a matter 
of days, Younas was free again.

• HOW TO PRAY: Pray for the freedom 
of those who remain imprisoned 
under false charges. 

• Praise God that Younas was set free. 
• Pray for blasphemy laws around the 

world to be overturned.

Burmese Military Junta 
Begins Draft Amid Military 
Woes
02/20/2024 Myanmar (ICC)

Burma’s military government announced 
that it would begin a national draft amid 
high-profile losses in its war against 
the various ethnic militias resisting its 
authoritarian rule. The draft applies to 
men aged 18-35 and women aged 18-27 and 
can extend for up to five years. Thousands 
attempted to flee the country after the 
announcement, gathering by the thousands 
in front of the Thai embassy.

• HOW TO PRAY: Pray for protection 
for civilians who are caught up in 
this conflict. 

• Pray for this war to end quickly and 
peacefully. 

• Pray for the gospel to spread 
throughout Myanmar.

From Voice of the Martyrs

Global Prayer Guide
UNITED ARAB EMIRATES
OVERVIEW:

There are few known Christians among 
Emirati Arabs, but many foreign-national 
workers, who compose a significant 
segment of the country’s population, are 
Christians. Foreigners are allowed personal 
religious freedom but not the freedom to 
share their faith with Muslims. Similarly, 
churches cannot evangelize Muslims or 
do anything that the government views 
as undermining its power and control. 
Although it can be difficult to form close 
relationships with Emirati families, 
Christian workers faithfully reach out 
to them and the many migrants from 
restricted nations living in the UAE, 
including Pakistanis, Persians and Afghans.

MAJOR RELIGION:

Nearly all Emiratis are Sunni Muslims. 
However, the population includes foreign 
workers from numerous nations, and many 
are Christians.

PERSECUTOR:

Emirati Christian converts from Islam are 
persecuted primarily by their immediate 
family members, and the government 
restricts evangelism.

WHAT IT MEANS TO FOLLOW CHRIST 
IN THE UNITED ARAB EMIRATES:

Only a few Emiratis are known to have 
converted from Islam to Christianity. 
While they enjoy a degree of freedom in 
meeting covertly for worship, if their faith 
is discovered, they lose their jobs, homes, 
spouses and children. Christian converts 
can also be prosecuted for apostasy, which 
is considered a crime.

ACCESS TO BIBLES:

People in the UAE have access to the Bible 
through the internet, various churches and 
expatriate Christian workers in the country. 



VOM WORK:

VOM provides support to Christian converts 
from Islam and supports follow-up work for 
Arabic-language outreach in the country. 

PRAYER REQUESTS:

• Pray for a young woman who was 
rejected by her family because of her 
faith in Christ. 

• Pray for missionaries seeking 
opportunities to reach Emiratis with 
the gospel. 

• Pray that Christian media will become 
more effective through use of the 
internet and satellite TV. 

• Pray that Emiratis will encounter 
Bibles and other Christian resources. 

• Pray for a woman and her children 
hiding from family because of the 
woman’s faith in Christ. 

• Pray for the encouragement and 
courage of local believers worshiping 
in secret. 

From Voice of the Martyrs
icommittopray.com
Feb. 29, 2024 | Niger

Pray for Christians Following 
Coup
Armed terrorists, often connected to the 
self-proclaimed Islamic State (ISIS), have 
ravaged parts of Niger, particularly in 
the west near its borders with Mali and 
Burkina Faso. Much of the country’s small 
Christian population has been displaced in 
the violence: “Many have seen their parents 
or family members shot and killed,” a front-
line worker said. Additionally, after Niger’s 
president was overthrown by military 
officers in a July 2023 coup, the Islamic 
Council of Niger has been pushing to change 
the country from a secular democracy into 
an Islamic republic governed by sharia law.

• The front-line worker asks that 
people pray for Nigerien Christians to 
experience God’s protection during this 
turbulent time.

Feb. 29, 2024 | Bhutan

Young Evangelist Undaunted 
by Barriers
Narmith, a new Christian in a discipleship 
program in Bhutan, has been growing in 
her faith and has had many opportunities 
to practice sharing her testimony and the 
gospel with others. Recently, she met two 
women with severe hearing impairments. 
She spent the entire afternoon with them, 
explaining through improvised hand signs 
how much Jesus loves them before praying 
for them. One woman was moved to tears 
after the prayer and conversation. Narmith 
and other front-line workers request prayer 
for these women’s salvation. 

• Pray that new believers like Narmith 
will embrace the call to lovingly share 
their faith in Jesus Christ despite the 
ever-present threat that they could be 
rejected and persecuted. 

Feb. 29, 2024 | Iran

Illustrated Bible Changes 
Woman’s Life
Darya was depressed and scared. Her much 
older husband had suddenly died of a stroke, 
and her 8-year-old son had become angry 
and violent. “I consulted with different 
psychologists about my son’s behavior, but 
nothing improved,” Darya said. “Once in the 
middle of the night my son came into my 
room with a knife in his hand. I was so afraid 
that I didn’t sleep at all that night, and I just 
kept trying to calm my son down.” The next 
day she told a friend what had happened. 
That friend was a Christian who prayed for 
her and gave her an illustrated Action Bible 



to give to her son. When Darya went home, 
she started to read the Gospels. “The more I 
read, the more I wanted to know about Jesus 
and his life!” she said. Later she read it with 
her son. “God has completely changed our 
lives,” she said. “God gave his son for me, and 
the Action Bible brought my son back to me!” 

Prayer Calendar from Open 
Doors Canada
Friday 1 | North Korea – 

People in North Korea face pressing needs 
for their survival. Please pray that they will 
be reached with food and medicine through 
Open Doors networks in China, especially 
during the winter.

Saturday 2 | Colombia – 

Colombia’s peace treaty with illegal armed 
groups is not yet a reality. Violence is still a 
part of life and pastors find themselves in 
the crosshairs. Ask God to protect church 
leaders and help them to serve Him despite 
the danger.

Sunday 3 | Cuba – 

Pray that Cuba’s leaders would allow churches 
to meet openly and legally. For Christians who 
have to meet in house churches, ask God to 
help them to be wise and for their fellowship 
to glorify Him.

Monday 4 | Yemen – 

Sadly Yemen has been ravaged by war in 
recent years, leaving many Yemenis as 
refugees. Amidst this difficult situation, there 
is an opportunity to evangelize in camps. Pray 
that people who hear about Jesus in camps 
will become disciples. Pray that amidst the 
growing challenges, God will continue to give 
Christians in Yemen the opportunities and 
means to share the gospel.

Tuesday 5 | Mexico – 

Mexico is ranked 3rd in the world for 
criminality according to the Global Organized 
Crime Index. Pray that God may move in the 
most dangerous areas so that Christians can 
profess their faith.

Wednesday 6 | Nigeria – 

There have been ongoing attacks on Christian 
communities in the middle belt of Nigeria. 
Many have lost their lives in the onslaught. 
Pray for the victims of violence and their 
families, ask for hope, healing and restoration. 
Ask God to bring stability to the parts of 
Nigeria where militants seem to attack with 
impunity. Pray for order and an end to the 
violence.

Thursday 7 | Nepal – 

Pray for those Christians who have been 
rejected by their families because they follow 
Jesus. Ask God to help these believers know 
they have a worldwide family of God.

From Barnabas Aid Prayer 
Diary 
FRIDAY 1 

Several of the ten church buildings in the 
Christian town of Qaraqosh in Iraq have now 
been repaired and rebuilt after the destruction 
wreaked by militants from Islamic State (IS, 
ISIS, ISIL, Daesh). It was almost ten years 
ago, in August 2014, when IS took Qaraqosh 
and its 45,000 Christian inhabitants fled. Most 
of the displaced are still living barely 40 miles 
distant (66 km) in Erbil, the capital of Iraqi 
Kurdistan. 

• Pray that more will be able to return 
to their home town, and that those 
who have already returned will find 
employment. Qaraqosh is in the Plains 
of Nineveh, the ancient heartland of 
Iraqi Christianity.

SATURDAY 2 

Hostility towards Christians is rising 
in Kazakhstan as the Muslim majority 
increasingly link nationalism to Islamic 
identity. Their long-standing dislike and 
distrust of Christian converts from Islam 
is therefore starting to be directed against 
all believers, not just Kazakh converts but 
also those from Russian and Ukrainian 



backgrounds. Kazakhstan has strict laws 
that restrict religious teaching, activities and 
registration. Churches may register only if 
they have 50 members locally, 500 regionally 
and 5,000 nationally – an impossibility for 
smaller churches. 

• Ask that Kazakh Christians receive the 
strength and patience to endure. Pray 
that hostility towards them ceases and 
that restrictions are reduced, allowing 
believers to worship freely.

SUNDAY 3 

• Loving Father, we pray for all 
Christians who have been driven from 
their homes because of their belief in 
You. Whether they are seeking refuge 
within their own country or abroad, 
after having lost their possessions 
and livelihoods, we pray that they will 
remember that You are their rock, their 
fortress and their deliverer. Please give 
them guidance and strength to endure 
through persecution, war, natural 
disasters or whatever may have caused 
them to become homeless. Help them 
rebuild their lives once again in safety. 
In Christ’s Name we pray. (Psalm 18:2)

MONDAY 4 

“In these moments, when we pray for 
overcoming such adversities, the Lord listens, 
answers, directs and protects,” said “Marat” 
a Kyrgyz Christian. He was describing how 
his best friend, a Muslim, learning that Marat 
had decided to leave Islam and follow Jesus, 
said that he would shoot Marat in the head 
if he only had a gun. Zhumashbek said that 
men from his village repeatedly threatened 
to throw him in the river if he did not stop 
talking about his new Christian faith. Rahat 
said the whole village tried to eject him and 
his family when they became Christians. They 
also refused him water for his crops and 
would not let him graze his cattle. 

• Pray for all Kyrgyz Christian converts 
from Islam, that the Lord will help them 
endure persecution and not be afraid.

TUESDAY 5 

Christianity in Laos is viewed as a Western 
religion and believers are treated with 
suspicion and hostility. The situation is better 
for Christians in urban areas, but believers 
in rural areas face frequent harassment 
from local authorities and from their own 
communities. Ten Christian families, who 
were evicted from three villages in Samoey 
District, Saravan Province, in September 2023, 
have now been given new land in another 
place by the Lao authorities. 

• Pray that they will be able to rebuild 
their homes and livelihoods in peace. 
Pray that the courage of these faithful 
believers and many other Christians in 
Laos will inspire others to stand firm in 
His Name.

WEDNESDAY 6 

The regional war that began in October 2023 
is, at the time of writing, causing great anxiety 
to people in Lebanon, around a third of whom 
are Christians. Insecurity is especially acute 
among those in the south, from where many 
are fleeing. Lebanon is already sheltering 
about 1.5 million refugees, mainly from Syria, 
including Christians. The situation is putting 
additional strain on the country’s crisis-hit 
economy. 

• Pray for peace in the region. Ask for 
guidance for Lebanon’s leaders in 
bringing the economy under control. 
Pray that our brothers and sisters seek 
refuge in the Lord (Psalm 34:4).

THURSDAY 7 

Most of the Christians in Libya have come 
from other African countries, either to work 
or to try to cross over into Europe to seek 
asylum there. A small number are Libyan 
converts from Islam. In the chaos and 



violence of strongly Islamic Libya, with two 
rival governments and innumerable armed 
groups, even the Christians with jobs live very 
difficult lives. They are poor and vulnerable. 
No one wants to rent premises out to tenants 
who would use them for Christian worship. 

• Pray that this ever-changing Christian 
community may be able to comfort, 
encourage and edify each other, finding 
strength and hope in the Lord.

From Help the Persecuted
PRAYER REQUESTS

HANEN, SUDAN

Hanen was sheltering in place when militia 
men broke in, seizing all she owned and 
forcing her to flee for her life. She is now in 
Egypt, trying to pick up all the pieces.   

• Pray that Hanen senses God’s presence 
as she faces endless uncertainty and 
hardship. Ask that He would prepare a 
place for her, granting her a new home, 
job, and community.

 

ADNAN, SUDAN

Adnan and his family made the difficult 
decision to flee their homeland when the 
fighting began to escalate. They are daunted 
by the reality of starting over in a new place, 
having left everything behind.

• Pray that Adnan and his family 
experience the surpassing peace of 
Christ, allowing Him to provide all they 
need to rebuild their lives. Ask that they 
find the space to grieve what they’ve 
lost to move forward.

FARES, SUDAN

Fares celebrated his 19th birthday with our 
Field Ministry Team, leaving Sudan and 
entering Egypt as a refugee. They shared the 
Gospel with him, praying that this new year of 

life would be the mark of a new journey with 
Christ.

      

• Boldly pray that Fares would give 
his life to Jesus this year, finding 
all he needs to endure such difficult 
circumstances at such a young age. Ask 
that our Field Ministry Team would be 
able to follow up with discipleship and 
pastoral care.

RAMIA, LEBANON

Ramia’s brother is vehemently opposed to 
her newfound Christian faith, threatening to 
kill her if she doesn’t return to Islam. She is 
devastated and afraid.

• Pray that the Lord conceals Ramia from 
her brother’s persecution, bringing 
her to a place where she can freely 
worship. Ask that her brother would 
miraculously encounter Christ, seeing 
Him as the Way, Truth, and Life.

 

NAJIBA, MOROCCO

Najiba boldly shared Christ with her family 
and is now on the run, fearing being found by 
her persecutors. She has nowhere to go, no 
one to turn to.

• Pray that Najiba would find refuge 
in one of our Safe Houses, receiving 
the care she needs to recover from 
persecution. Ask that she would lean on 
the Lord every step of the way.

OMAR, LEBANON

As more refugees are deported from Lebanon, 
Omar constantly fears what will happen if 
he’s sent back to Syria. His family has already 
threatened that they will kill him the second 
he crosses into their country.

• Pray that God would give Omar favor 



with government officials, protecting his 
asylum in Lebanon. Ask that his family 
would be faced with the reality of the 
Gospel, ultimately receiving Christ as 
their Savior.

 

ISMAIL, IRAQ

Ismail made the courageous decision to 
publicly proclaim faith in Christ. He lost his 
job and family in a matter of days, causing 
immense grief and suffering.

• Pray that the Lord would surround 
Ismail with comfort and assurance as 
he processes the life-altering impacts 
of persecution. Ask that he would be 
provided with a new job, a faithful 
Christian community, and opportunities 
to grow in faith.

HEDI, ALGERIA

Hedi was fired immediately after sharing 
his newfound faith in Jesus Christ. He is 
without a livelihood and afraid of what else 
persecution will take from him.

• Pray that God would provide Hedi with 
a job that provides steady income and 
ample opportunities to share Christ 
with those around him. Ask that his 
faith would only grow as he endures 
persecution.

 

MAHMOUD, ALGERIA

Mahmoud mustered up the courage to share 
Christ with his entire family. His father 
responded with violence, lunging at him the 
second he stopped talking.

• As Mahmoud is now estranged from 
his family, pray that Jesus would meet 
him in the loss and suffering. Ask that 
he would receive God’s strength and 
perseverance as he rebuilds his life in 
the wake of persecution.

BASSAM, ALGERIA

After hearing the news of their conversion to 
Christianity, Bassam’s mother threw him and 
his wife out of the house. She is pressuring 
Bassam to divorce his wife and return to 
Islam.

• Pray that God protects Bassam’s 
marriage from the enemy’s schemes, 
uniting them in Christ’s love. Ask that 
Bassam’s mother would personally 
encounter Jesus, dissipating the 
persecution this young couple faces.

IMED & KAMAR, ALGERIA

Imed and Kamar were arrested after 
neighbors reported that they were 
coordinating church meetings in their rural 
town.

• Pray that Imed and Kamar are 
miraculously freed and can return 
to their ministry in the far reaches of 
Algeria. Ask that their church would 
only stand firm despite their current 
absence.

 

THE PERSECUTED CHURCH, IRAN

Being a Christian convert in Iran is nothing 
short of dangerous. They must live in secret, 
taking drastic measures simply to meet as the 
Body of Christ. They’ve seen fellow believers 
arrested and imprisoned, facing years in 
custody and brutal torture.

• Pray for our brothers and sisters in 
Iran, who face severe consequences 
for placing faith in Jesus. Ask that 
they would be anointed with wisdom, 
perseverance, and courage, faithfully 
building the Church in the face of 
persecution.

ANSWERED PRAYERS

AMINA

Amina, a sister you prayed for last week, is 
moving into one of our Safe Houses with her 



young son after fleeing persecution. She is 
desperate for rest and recovery.

• Join us in praising God for providing 
a place of refuge for our sister and her 
son. Ask that she would find rest and 
healing through our Field Ministry 
Team’s face-to-face care.

 

FAUZI, THE UNITED ARAB EMIRATES

Fauzi, who was forced to flee Egypt without 
his family, is settled in his new country 
and has obtained the necessary permits to 
welcome his wife and children. Our Field 
Ministry Team needs wisdom as they help 
Fauzi’s family escape persecution.

It is clear that God has been with Fauzi 
throughout his journey of persecution, 
inviting him into deeper trust at every turn.

• Praise God for Fauzi’s faithfulness 
throughout this season of suffering.

 

Mission Eurasia Prayer 
Initiative
Our School Without Walls leaders continue 
Our colleagues in Ukraine ask you to 
pray for various children’s ministries 
being carried out in the cities of Zaporizhzhia, 
Myrnohrad, and Novomoskovsk. Our local 
teams there are in need of God’s special 
protection, as gathering to teach and minister 
to children poses significant risks for them. 
Please pray for wisdom for our leaders, 
for their safety, and for the protection and 
salvation of the children.

Please pray for the Christian youth of 
Tajikistan. Please pray that the Lord would 
provide opportunities for them to study, enter 
professions, and establish their businesses 
among their neighbors and loved ones. Most 
of all, please pray that they would be reached 
with the gospel. 

Guram, our School Without Walls (SWW) 
national leader in Georgia, asks you to 
pray that his son and daughter would grow 
spiritually and mature in the Lord. Please pray 
that his family would be encouraged in the 
faith and would continue spreading the gospel 

throughout their ancient nation.

Mission Eurasia’s national leaders in 
Israel are tirelessly working in the cities of 
Haifa, Rishon LeZion, and Bat Yam. They are 
ministering to Israeli refugees from the north 
and the south of the country, and ask you 
to please pray that these refugees would see 
the love of Yeshua, the Messiah. Please pray 
for the gospel to spread and for the peace of 
Jerusalem.

Finally, please pray for the continued 
ministry of Mission Eurasia’s iCare Refugee 
Assistance Center in Moldova. As new 
refugees continue arriving in Moldova and 
coming to our center, our colleagues continue 
ministering to both their physical and 
spiritual needs. Please pray for five groups of 
refugee women who regularly meet for Bible 
study, that the Lord would open their hearts 
to hear and embrace His Word.

from Bitter Winter

Protest Against Dam Project in 
Sichuan Leads to Mass Arrests 
of Monks, Villagers
02/27/2024 LOPSANG GURUNG

Ancient Tibetan monasteries and precious 
frescoes will be submerged. The police 
attacked protesters with water cannons, 
pepper spray, and tasers.

by Lopsang Gurung

On February 19, “Bitter Winter” was among 
the first media outlets to report about 
the unprecedented protests in Derge (Ch. 
Gengqing), the county seat of Dêgê County, 
in the Garzê Tibetan Autonomous Prefecture, 
a part of Kham, one of the areas of historical 
Tibet that the Chinese did not include in the 
so-called Tibet Autonomous Region (TAR) 
but added to another province, in this case 
Sichuan.

Tibetans in the county are protesting the 
constructions of the Gangtuo Power Plant as 
part of a 25-dams system on the Drichu (Ch. 
Jingsa) River, i.e., the upper stretches of the 
Yangtze River. Several other media picked up 
the news.

More importantly, the protests continued and 
in the last few days several Buddhist monks 



and villagers have been arrested (numbers in 
different reports vary from 100 to more than 
1,000). A number of Tibetans were injured 
and hospitalized during the arrests, where 
the police used water cannons, pepper spray, 
and tasers. A network blockade has been 
imposed on the area, with the police forcibly 
confiscating cell phones from the Tibetans. 
However, some blurred images of the protest 
managed to appear on social media.

The dam project in Sichuan province has 
been controversial since it was proposed 
in 2003. The project would generate 
hydroelectric power, but it would also 
submerge Tibetan Buddhist monasteries 
and 50 villages, displacing about 100,000 
people. The Tibetan monasteries at risk of 
destructions are Wonto (Wangdui), Tashi, 
Gonsar, Yena (Yinnan), Rabten and Khardho.

The Wonto (Wangdui) and Yinnan Temple 
survived the Cultural Revolution and today 
host some 300 monks. The ancient murals in 
Wangdui date back to the 14th-15th century 
and are a precious part of the Tibetan cultural 
heritage in Kham. They are now at risk of 
being submerged as well.

The arrests continue, and it is reported that 
those going to the police stations asking to 
set free detained relatives and monks are in 
turn arrested themselves.

New Report: Uyghur Forced 
Labor Increased in 2023
02/26/2024MASSIMO INTROVIGNE

Under personal instructions from Xi Jinping, 
Uyghurs continue to be victims of forced 
“labor transfers” inside and outside Xinjiang. 
The aim is not economic only.

“Bitter Winter” is often caught in social 
media controversies where naïve netizens or, 
more often, CCP trolls argue that all is well 
in Xinjiang and that Uyghurs are coercively 
moved to other provinces for forced labor 
is something that might have happened in 
isolated incidents in the past but is no longer 
happening now.

A new report has now been published, 
which documents that Uyghur forced labor 
is increasing rather than decreasing. It will 
not persuade the trolls but perhaps will raise 
some doubts in the minds of the naïve fellow 
travelers.

Researcher extraordinaire Adrian Zenz’s new 
report is about “Forced Labor in the Xinjiang 
Uyghur Autonomous Region: Assessing the 
Continuation of Coercive Labor Transfers 
in 2023 and Early 2024.” Quoting mostly 
documents from the CCP itself, Zenz reports 
that in 2023 the authorities set a goal of 
increasing transfer of Uyghur workers to 
other provinces by 38%. As it often happens 
in China if bureaucrats want to avoid the risk 
of being demoted or worse, the quota was not 
only achieved but exceeded.

“Labor transfer” is a label covering two 
different Xinjiang realities. It indicates 
both the forced transfer of workers from 
agriculture and other jobs they had freely 
chosen to mandatory factory work. This 
includes work at factories by Uyghurs 
detained in “transformation through 
education” camps, renamed in official 
documents “Vocational Skills Education and 
Training Centers.” From there, inmates are 
bussed to the forced workplaces. The second 
reality is the “Poverty Alleviation” through 
“Pairing Assistance” connecting Xinjiang to 
other regions and provinces where Uyghur 
workers are transferred.

Concerning the first project, “by the third 
quarter of 2023, the XUAR had already 
exceeded its entire 2022 labor transfer 
volume of 3.03 million person-times. State 
media announced the transfer of 3.05 million 
person-times rural surplus laborers between 
January and September, surpassing the state-
mandated quota by 10.9 percent.” Let me 
repeat that all these data come from official 
CCP sources.

As for the second project, Xi Jinping in 
person when he came to Xinjiang in August 
2023 told local CCP cadres that “the Pairing 
Assistance program that links eastern 
Chinese provinces with ethnic regions in 
Xinjiang for cross-provincial labor transfers 
needed to be strengthened.” One strategy 



used for this is that “land use rights, covering 
up to 90 percent of land in some areas, are 
being transferred away from local farmers 
to state-run cooperatives, forcing the local 
population into wage labor through coercive 
labor transfers.”

Forced labor transfer to other provinces does 
not serve the purpose of boasting the latter’s 
economy with slave labor only. In the South 
of the region, “labor transfers are part of state 
efforts to ‘optimize’ (i.e. reduce) the Uyghur 
population ratio in southern Xinjiang, in order 
to ‘end the dominance of the Uyghur ethnic 
group’ in their own homeland.” These policies, 
the report says, “continued through early 
2024,” and there are plans to increase the 
quotas this year and in 2025.

“In short, coercive labor mobilization 
continues unabated.” “Uyghur forced labor 
is becoming both more prevalent and more 
insidious.” What the West can do is ask 
its own companies, guided by the recent 
Volkswagen scandals, not to employ Uyghur 
slave labors, and sanction those that do.


