
John 18:1–11

Examining the Arrest of Jesus

A Study for Biblically Literate Adults



Introduction

• From John 13–17, Jesus 
speaks intimately with His 
disciples.

• In John 18, we move from 
dialogue to action.

• John MacArthur: John 17 
secures us with 
intercession; John 18 shows 
His protection in action.



• John MacArthur: In John 17 ,“Jesus 
secures us by His intercessory ministry so 
that all that the Father gives him, He will 
bring to glory.  Now in chapter 18 is an 
immediate illustration of the safety of 
believers, protected because of His personal 
love for them.  While chapter 17  describes 
the words that He prays on our behalf, 
chapter 18 gives a dramatic illustration of the 
action He takes to protect us.”



• “a great many of the Jews knew He was there 
(referring to the town of Bethany); and they came, 
not for Jesus’ sake only, but that they might also see 
Lazarus, whom He had raised from the dead.  But the 
chief priests plotted to put Lazarus to death also 
because on account of Him many of the Jews went 
away and believed in Jesus.”  John 12:9-11 





Why Did 
We Need 
Four 
Gospels?

Matthew: written 
for Jews 

presenting Jesus 
as Messiah

Mark: focused on 
action, like a 

reporter

Luke: the 
physician who 
emphasized 

Jesus’ 
compassion with 

lots of detail

John: the 
revelator who 

wants us to 
believe



• “The disciples saw Jesus do many other miraculous 
signs in addition to the ones recorded in this 
book. 31 But these are written so that you may 
continue to believe[d] that Jesus is the Messiah, the 
Son of God, and that by believing in him you will have 
life by the power of his name.” John 20:30 



Group Work: Observations

Table 1: 
Characters in 
the passage.

Table 2: 
Actions taking 

place.

Table 3: 
Locations & 
significance.

Table 4: 
Contrasts.

Table 5: 
Theological 

themes.

Table 6: 
Coffee!





Characters

• Jesus

• Peter

• Judas

• Satan

• Annas & Caiaphas

• Malchus

• Soldiers



Location

• Garden

• Brook Kidron

• Olive Grove

• At Night













Actions

• Walk to the garden

• Judas brings soldiers

• Jesus questions them

• They fall to the ground

• Peter cuts off Malchus’ ear (Simon 
Peter?)

• Jesus is taken into custody

Soldier, commander, temple guards take 
Jesus into custody



Theological 
Themes

• “I Am” statements

• Jesus in control

• Divine revelation

• Betrayal

• Theophanies: God visibly appears

– Burning bush, angels, visions, 
Transfiguration



Contrasts in John 18

• Peter’s panic vs. Jesus’ control

• Judas + soldiers vs. Jesus alone

• Earthly leaders’ authority vs. 
Jesus’ true authority

• Rulers of this world vs. Ruler of 
the Universe

• Soldiers think they capture Jesus 
vs. His voluntary submission



The Setting of the Garden

• Crossing Kidron recalls David’s sorrow.

• Garden setting echoes Eden.

• Judas arrives with enemies.

Application: Outward nearness to Christ ≠ inward 
belonging.





The 
Question: 

'Whom 
Do You 
Seek?'

• • Jesus steps forward.

• • 'I Am He' echoes divine 
name.

• • Soldiers fall back.

• Reflection: What would 
your answer be if Jesus 
asked you today?



The 
Power 
of His 
Word

• Soldiers fall down like 
prophets before God.

• His Word created the 
world.

• Yet they still arrest Him.

Application: Power alone 
doesn’t convert — only faith.



Jesus 
Protects 

His 
Disciples

• 'Let these 
go' — 

shielding 
disciples.

• Fulfillment 
of John 
17:12.

• Good 
Shepherd 

lays His life 
down.

Reflection: 
When have 

you felt 
Jesus’ 

protection?





Peter’s Sword

• • Zealous but misguided.

• • Jesus: 'Shall I not drink the cup?'

• • The cup = God’s wrath.

• • We fight spiritual battles with surrender, not 
violence.



Conclusion 
& 

Application

• Who are you in the story?

• • Judas? Near yet betraying.

• • Soldiers? Overwhelmed but 
unchanged.

• • Peter? Zealous but 
misguided.

• • Disciples? Fearful.

• More importantly: Who is 
Jesus to you?
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