
from Voice of the Martyrs

Global Prayer Guide
Malawi
Overview:

Malawi is a small land-locked country 
of 20 million people in eastern Africa, 
located southwest of Tanzania and west of 
Mozambique. After gaining independence from 
Britain in 1964, Malawi was governed by a 
dictatorship until 1994, when a general election 
resulted in a new democratic government. 
Though Malawi is a predominantly Christian 
nation, persecution has increased in recent 
years. The persecution has coincided with 
a significant turning to God among the Yao 
people, a historically Muslim tribe of 2.5 million 
people in Malawi.

Major Religion:

Malawi is 74 percent Christian and 17 percent 
Muslim. Traditional animistic beliefs are also 
common, influencing religious practices in the 
country.

Persecutor:

Christian converts from Islam among the Yao 
people are persecuted by their communities, 
families and friends, but Malawi has an 
abundance of vibrant churches.

What It Means To Follow Christ In Malawi

In most of Malawi, Christians are free to 
worship and serve the Lord. But Christian 
converts among the Yao people face intense 

opposition to their faith, enduring beatings, 
death threats, the burning of their churches and 
more, especially in Yao villages. Some Christian 
converts from Islam among the Yao people 
have been driven from their communities, and 
gospel workers are also sometimes expelled. 
In some cases, Christians have been told they 
have 24 hours to leave before a fatwa, a public 
condemnation from an Islamic leader, is issued 
against them.

Access To Bibles

Bibles can be purchased in Malawi, but they 
are prohibitively expensive for most Christians. 
Many Christians lost their Bibles in March 2023, 
when a cyclone dumped six months’ worth of 
rain on Malawi in six days. The cyclone killed 
more than 1,200 people and devastated the 
economy, destroying countless farms, homes 
and churches in southern Malawi. 

VOM Work

VOM is actively supporting Christians in the Yao 
community by helping rebuild destroyed homes 
and churches, providing shelter for victims of 
persecution and supplying Bibles. 

Prayer Requests:

•	 Praise God that his Holy Spirit has 
brought many traditionally Muslim Yao to 
faith in Christ. 

•	 Pray that Yao Christians who face 
persecution will experience the love and 
care of the local and global body of Christ. 

Prayer for the Persecuted Church 
for July 3, 2026

Prayer for the Persecuted Church: Our Best Practices

Our focus in this hour is on prayer for the global church, not ourselves or our local issues. We can 
talk and even pray for those other things after prayer meeting is over at 1:00 p.m.

We strive to start our prayers by 12:10.

We are blessed to have a growing number of praying people join us. Let’s all offer short prayers 
throughout our prayer time, allowing time for everyone to pray out loud if they wish. We are 
blessed by prayers when we can hear them, but silent prayers from our people are as valued as 
spoken ones. 

Thank you for praying for the persecuted church. Encourage friends to pray, too! NOTE: Prisoner 
prayer list moved to the last page.



•	 Pray for those who have lost jobs, homes 
and even physical health because of the 
activity of their faith. 

•	 Pray that Yao Christians will have 
courage to stand firm in their faith amid 
intense opposition. 

•	 Bibles are available but prohibitively 
expensive. Pray that greater supplies of 
Bibles will reach Christians in need. 

•	 Ask the Lord to give Yao Christians a 
sense of the hope, inheritance and power 
they have in Christ (Ephesians 1:17–18). 

Open Doors Prayer Calendar
CHINA

Friday 3 July 

Pray for those leading and discipling 
underground churches. Ask the Lord to provide 
creative ways for believers to grow in faith and 
keep sharing the gospel.

Saturday 4 July

Pray for endurance and protection for pastors 
and Christians who are imprisoned. Ask God 
to comfort their families and provide for their 
practical needs.

Sunday 5 July

Laws banning the involvement of under18s 
in church activities are hampering efforts to 
disciple young people. Pray for more workers 
with the courage to serve young people and 
pray that this generation will grow strong in 
their love for Jesus.

Monday 6 July

Pray for Open Doors partners supporting the 
church with biblical and discipleship training, 
Christian literature and persecution survival 
training. Pray for wisdom to know where best to 
focus their efforts.

Tuesday 7 July

Praise God that, despite the challenges, many 
believers continue to share their faith. Pray 
for God’s Word to reach every household in 
China, especially in regions where the gospel is 
unfamiliar. 

Underground church

Wednesday 8 July

Underground churches in places like China, 
Laos and Iran face increased monitoring and 
pressure. Pray that church leaders will be alert 
and of sober mind so they can resist evil and 
stand firm in the faith (1 Peter 5:8).

Thursday 9 July

Many children of displaced house church 
leaders are banned from school because their 
parents refuse to renounce their faith. Pray that 
these children will grow in faith and knowledge 
of Jesus

Prayer Requests from Mission 
Eurasia
Please pray for all of the summer ministry 
activities that are taking place throughout 
Eurasia and Israel this month, especially our 
summer Bible camps. Please also pray for our 
School Without Walls graduates, that God 
would give them wisdom, protection, and 
stamina as they lead these ministries, often 
in challenging circumstances.  Finally, please 
pray that the hearts of the children and youth 
involved in these ministries would be touched 
and transformed by the gospel. 

Thank you for your prayers for the training 
retreat which took place in Almaty, Kazakhstan 
last month for Christian counselors from 
Central Asia. The Lord blessed this gathering 
and helped our partner Natalia from Belarus 
come and lead an in-depth workshop for 
counselors from Kazakhstan. Many participants 
were encouraged, inspired, and gained a 
renewed vision for serving God through their 
professionPlease pray for New Hope Church 
in Zaporizhzhia, Ukraine and its Pastor Alexei. 
Since the beginning of the war, New Hope 
Church has faced many challenges because of 
its proximity to the front line. The church had 
to evacuate, leave its familiar place of worship, 
and scatter across different regions. After a 
year, however, the church was able to resume 
ministry just 20 kilometers from the front line. 
Today, the church continues to serve many 
people, including internally displaced families. 
Their ministry team includes those who have 
personally experienced the loss of home and 



forced displacement, so they understand the 
pain and needs of others. Please continue to 
pray for the church’s safety as it serves in a 
frontline region where danger remains high. 
Pray also for the ministry team, as some of the 
men may be called into military service. Please 
ask God to protect the church, strengthen 
the workers, provide what is needed, and give 
wisdom for ministry in this difficult season.

Recently, our leaders held a training conference 
on ministry to unreached peoples in Azerbaijan 
where 0.2% of the population are evangelical 
Christians. Please continue to pray for the 
unreached people of Azerbaijan, that one day 
we would be able to print New Testaments and 
Gospels in each of their languages. At this time, 
we do not have permission to do so, so please 
pray that the Lord would open these doors.

Prisoner Profiles from Voice of 
the Martyrs
Prisoner Profile: Zhan Ge

Between Oct. 9 and Oct. 11, 2025, Chinese 
authorities arrested nearly 30 leaders of Zion 
Church, an urban house-church network based 
in Beijing with influence in more than 40 cities 
across China. Many of those detained, including 
evangelist Zhan Ge, were charged with “illegally 
using an information network” on the grounds 
that the church conducts online worship 
services. This charge carries a sentence of up to 
three years in prison.

Zhan Ge, a young woman who is active in 
Zion Church’s meeting site in Jiaxing City, was 
previously arrested on Aug. 3, 2025, when 80 
law enforcement and religious affairs officials 
stormed a Christian gathering, detaining at 
the time 21 adult Christians and six children, 
holding nine of them overnight. Zhan Ge was 
subjected to hours of intense interrogation by 
five male officers before being given 12 days of 
“administrative detention” and a fine on the 
charge of “engaging in activities in the name 
of a banned social organization.” She was still 
receiving mental health care for the emotional 
distress she experienced during the first arrest 
when she was again taken into custody in the 
mid-October sweep.

The series of raids and arrests was the biggest 
crackdown on Chinese Christians since 2018. 

Besides Zhan Ge, nine men and eight women 
remain in detention: Jin Mingri, Wang Lin, Liu 
Jiang, Sun Cong, Gao Yingjia, Yin Huibin, Liu 
Zhenbin, Lin Shucheng, Wang Zhong, Wang 
Cong, Wei Yunfei, Zhu Mingli, Wu Qiuyu, Li 
Shengjuan, Hu Yanzi, An Mei and Mei Liming.

“Their only ‘offense’ is worshiping God 
peacefully, preaching the gospel faithfully, 
shepherding their flock and serving their 
neighbors,” church leaders said in a statement 
on Oct. 12.

Founded in 2007, Zion Church has grown 
rapidly, reaching an estimated 1,500 members 
in Beijing by 2018 when it was shut down by 
authorities. During the coronavirus pandemic, 
the church shifted to online meetings and 
outdoor small group gatherings, hosting up to 
10,000 participants for its regular gatherings.

•	 Pray for Zhan Ge to experience the Lord’s 
protection, healing and comfort as she 
waits in detention and for the other Zion 
Church leaders as they face prosecution 
and imprisonment. Pray, as the church’s 
leaders have requested, that “those in 
chains for Christ will be completely free 
in Christ.”

Prisoner Profile: Wu Qiuyu

Between Oct. 9 and Oct. 11, 2025, Chinese 
authorities arrested nearly 30 leaders of Zion 
Church, an urban house-church network based 
in Beijing with influence in more than 40 cities 
across China. Wu Qiuyu, the wife of Pastor 
Yang Jun, was among those arrested. Many 
of those detained were charged with “illegally 
using an information network” on the grounds 
that the church conducts online worship 
services. This charge carries a sentence of up to 
three years in prison.

The series of raids and arrests was the biggest 
crackdown on Chinese Christians since 2018. 
Besides Wu Qiuyu, nine men and eight women 
remain in detention: Jin Mingri, Wang Lin, Liu 
Jiang, Sun Cong, Gao Yingjia, Yin Huibin, Liu 
Zhenbin, Lin Shucheng, Wang Zhong, Wang 
Cong, Wei Yunfei, Zhu Mingli, Li Shengjuan, Hu 
Yanzi, Zhan Ge, An Mei and Mei Liming.

“Their only ‘offense’ is worshiping God 
peacefully, preaching the gospel faithfully, 



shepherding their flock and serving their 
neighbors,” church leaders said in a statement 
on Oct. 12.

Founded in 2007, Zion Church has grown 
rapidly, reaching an estimated 1,500 members 
in Beijing by 2018 when it was shut down by 
authorities. During the coronavirus pandemic, 
the church shifted to online meetings and 
outdoor small group gatherings, hosting up to 
10,000 participants for its regular gatherings.

•	 Pray for encouragement and boldness 
for Wu Qiuyu as she waits in detention 
and is separated from her husband 
and family. Pray also for the other Zion 
Church leaders as they face prosecution 
and imprisonment. Pray, as the church’s 
leaders have requested, that “those in 
chains for Christ will be completely free in 
Christ.”

From Help the Persecuted

Rohan Risked Everything to 
Follow Jesus
Rohan grew up in a deeply religious Muslim 
family in Pakistan. His father had memorized 
the entire Quran and taught his children to live 
strictly according to its instructions. From a 
young age, Rohan learned what to believe, how 
to live, and who to avoid. 

After finishing school, he began driving a tuk-
tuk to help support his family. It was steady 
work, and over time, he became familiar with 
the roads and rhythms of daily life in his 
community. But there was one line he never 
crossed. If he realized a passenger was a 
Christian, he would stop the vehicle and force 
them out. That response felt natural to him. It 
reflected what he had been taught and what he 
believed to be right. 

Then one day, that pattern was interrupted. 

A group of Christians entered his tuk-tuk 
and began talking openly about Jesus as they 
traveled. For the first time, he did not ask 
them to leave. Rohan listened and dared to 
ask questions. One of the passengers, a pastor, 
offered his phone number and told him to call 
later to have his questions answered. Rohan 

followed up, and over time, their conversations 
continued. 

As their relationship grew, the pastor gave him 
a Bible. Rohan approached it with questions and 
hesitation, but he continued to read. Gradually, 
his perspective began to change. The hostility 
he once felt toward Christians gave way to 
curiosity, and then to conviction. 

Scripture describes this kind of transformation 
simply: “Faith comes from hearing, and 
hearing through the word of Christ” (Romans 
10:17). What began as a conversation became 
something deeper as Rohan encountered the 
message of the Gospel for himself. 

In time, he made a decision to follow Jesus. 

When Faith Is Discovered

Rohan did not immediately tell his family. He 
understood the risk. In Pakistan, choosing to 
follow Jesus often brings serious consequences, 
especially for those from Muslim backgrounds. 
Faith is closely tied to family identity, and 
leaving Islam is seen as a betrayal. 

When his family discovered his conversion, the 
reaction was immediate. 

His brother attacked him and tried to kill him. 
Rohan managed to escape and hide, but there 
was no path back home. His father disowned 
him, cutting him off from the family completely. 
In a matter of moments, he lost both his home 
and his place within the only community he had 
ever known. 

This is a common pattern for many believers in 
Pakistan. Blasphemy laws can be used to accuse 
Christians with little evidence, and mob violence 
can escalate quickly. But for many, persecution 
begins within the family. Rejection, threats, and 
violence often come from those closest to them. 

In Matthew 10:22, Jesus revealed the 
consequences and the reward of following Him 
when He said: “You will be hated by all for my 
name’s sake. But the one who endures to the 
end will be saved.” 

Rohan chose to remain faithful. 

Living Without Stability

After leaving his home, Rohan began moving 
from place to place. He took whatever work 
he could find, often as a day laborer, but the 



income was inconsistent and not enough to 
provide stability. Some days, he earned enough 
to meet his basic needs. Other days, he did not. 

He lived simply, renting a single room when 
he could afford it and relying at times on the 
limited support of local believers. There was no 
consistent income, no long-term plan, and no 
clear way forward. 

Even in that uncertainty, his faith did not 
change. 

He continued to follow Christ and remained 
firm in his decision, despite the cost. When 
given the opportunity to return home by 
renouncing his faith, he refused. 

Rohan clung to Paul’s words in 2 Corinthians 
4:8–9: “We are afflicted in every way, but not 
crushed; perplexed, but not driven to despair; 
persecuted, but not forsaken.” 

Rebuilding After Persecution

The effects of persecution do not end with 
relational or physical consequences. Many 
believers lose their homes, their jobs, and their 
community. Their challenges continue as they 
try to rebuild their lives without the support 
systems they once depended on. 

Without a stable income, it becomes difficult 
to secure housing, provide for daily needs, or 
plan for the future. This is where Help The 
Persecuted walks alongside believers, not only 
in moments of crisis but in the process of 
rebuilding. 

Through our Enduring Livelihood Ministry, 
persecuted Christians receive support to 
establish sustainable work. Field Ministers, 
many with backgrounds in business or 
entrepreneurship, work closely with each 
person to understand their skills and develop a 
practical plan for long-term stability. 

For Rohan, that plan centered on something he 
already knew well: driving a tuk-tuk. It was a 
skill he could return to if he had the means to 
purchase a vehicle.  

Our team met with Rohan and established 
a business plan outlining location, needed 
supplies, and equipment. With your support, 
a vehicle was acquired, and Rohan established 
routes in a major nearby city. With a university 
in the heart of the city, Rohan established a 
routine of driving students to and from classes. 

A Path Forward

Today, Rohan has consistent routes as a tuk-tuk 
driver in a major Pakistani city. 

His income allows him to cover his rent and 
meet his daily needs. What was once uncertain 
has become steady enough to provide a sense 
of stability. He is no longer dependent on 
inconsistent labor or temporary support. 

This kind of change is not only practical. It 
restores dignity. It gives structure to daily 
life and creates a path forward that was not 
previously possible. 

Rohan’s life was forever changed when he chose 
to listen instead of leave. His hope is founded 
upon the solid rock of Jesus.

In Psalm 34, it says, “Many are the afflictions of 
the righteous, but the Lord delivers him out of 
them all.”

That deliverance is not always immediate, and 
it does not remove hardship entirely. But it can 
be seen in the ways God provides and sustains 
over time. Rohan’s life reflects that kind of 
provision. 

A Way Forward After Persecution

Rohan’s story reflects a broader reality for 
many believers who face persecution. 

Choosing to follow Jesus often leads to loss of 
family, income, and stability. Without support, 
rebuilding can feel out of reach. But when the 
Body of Christ responds, believers are not left 
to navigate that process alone. 

Help The Persecuted continues to walk with 
believers through each stage of that journey, 
providing both spiritual care and practical 
support. This includes immediate assistance 
in times of need, ongoing discipleship, and 
opportunities to rebuild through sustainable 
work. 

This approach does not simply address short-
term needs. It creates a foundation for long-
term stability. 

How to Help

You can stand with believers like Rohan. 

Pray for those who are rebuilding after 
persecution, asking God to sustain them and 
guide them. 



Give to support the work of Help The 
Persecuted, helping believers establish 
livelihoods that restore stability and dignity. 

Rohan once rejected Christians without 
hesitation. Today, he follows Jesus with 
conviction, and he is rebuilding his life one 
step at a time!

Barnabas Aid Prayer Diary
Friday July 3, 2026 

“You have truly been an answer to our 
prayers,” said Mina, an impoverished 
Christian woman in Pakistan, as she received 
a monthly food parcel funded by the gifts of 
Barnabas Aid supporters. Mina’s husband 
is a daily-wage laborer, but his income is 
unpredictable, and their son is unemployed. 
With the cost of living rising, it has been a 
daily struggle for the family to meet even their 
basic needs. Praise God that the urgent needs 
of marginalized Pakistani believers are being 
met, and pray for His continued provision.

Saturday July 4, 2026 

Please pray for the bereaved family of Zafar 
Bhatti, a Pakistani Christian who died from 
a heart attack just days after being released 
from prison. Zafar was wrongly accused of 
“blasphemy” against Muhammad, the prophet 
of Islam, in 2017 and given a life sentence. In 
2022 an appeal against his conviction failed, 
and he was sentenced to death. In October 
2025 Zafar was finally acquitted. Thank the 
Lord that justice was done for Zafar before 
the end of his life. Praise God that our brother 
now dwells in the everlasting arms of our 
Heavenly Father (Deuteronomy 33:27).

Sunday July 5, 2026 

Father God, we pray that we will emulate 
Your servant David in his desire to love what 
is good and right, and oppose that which is 
evil. Please help us live blamelessly before 
You, and to sing of Your love and justice. We 
ask this grace not only for ourselves but also 
for Your Church around the world, especially 
those suffering for their faith in Your Son. We 
ask trusting that it is Your will to sanctify us 
and lead us in ways of righteousness for the 
sake of our Savior, in whose Name we pray. 
(Psalm 101; 1 Thessalonians 4:3; Psalm 23:3)

Monday July 6, 2026 

Tensions remain high across Iran as political 
pressure, surveillance and fear continue to 
impact daily life. Many believers continue to 
worship in secret. The threat of arrest and 
imprisonment is constant, yet the Church 
grows in faith. Pray for protection, courage 
and discernment for Christians meeting 
in small fellowships. Ask for comfort for 
those living under constant anxiety and 
restriction. Pray also for civilians affected by 
shortages and instability. May God strengthen 
His people, reminding them, “My grace is 
sufficient for you, for my power is made 
perfect in weakness” (2 Corinthians 12:9). 
Pray that God will open doors for peace, 
justice and deeper spiritual renewal across 
the nation.

Tuesday July 7, 2026 

We wake up each day not knowing what 
tomorrow will bring – yet we continue to trust 
God and care for one another because hope 
is all we have left.” These were the words 
of “Majd”, a believer from Beirut, Lebanon. 
Lebanon is facing overlapping crises, with 
communities living under constant fear 
as renewed violence intensifies economic 
hardship and drives further displacement. 
Many Christian families are struggling to 
survive and rebuild amid uncertainty and loss. 
Pray for peace among divided communities 
and for wisdom for national leaders in such a 
fragile time. Ask God to strengthen churches 
as they continue to offer practical care, 
comfort and hope, in keeping with our Lord’s 
command, “Learn to do right; seek justice. 
Defend the oppressed” (Isaiah 1:17). May 
the Lord guide His people in faithful service 
and bring healing to those weighed down by 
hardship and exhaustion.

Wednesday July 8, 2026 

After years of conflict, Syria continues to 
face a fragile reality of ongoing instability 
and renewed regional tensions that continue 
to affect the lives of civilians. Many are 
still living with displacement, trauma and 
deep loss. Please pray for protection over 
vulnerable communities and for pathways 
toward reconciliation where trust has been 
broken. Ask God to strengthen the Church 



as it serves among the wounded and the 
poor. May the Lord sustain His people and 
bring restoration where destruction has long 
lingered. A Syrian church leader shared, “We 
have learned to live between grief and hope, 
trusting that God has not forgotten Syria.” 
As the Word of God reminds us, “We are 
hard pressed on every side but not crushed; 
perplexed, but not in despair” (2 Corinthians 
4:8).

Thursday July 9, 2026 

Praise the Lord for a court decision in Iraq 
to allow a woman to change her officially 
registered religion from Islam to Christianity. 
The young woman had been registered as 
Muslim as a child because her mother was 
remarried to a Muslim man; she was forced 
to launch legal proceedings in January 2025 
to have her records amended to accurately 
represent her Christian belief. Being registered 
as a Muslim can cause serious problems for 
non-Muslims, including being placed under the 
authority of a sharia court or wrongly regarded 
as an apostate from Islam. Pray that this 
decision will help to safeguard the religious 
freedom of our brothers and sisters in Iraq.

From International Christian Concern

Islamic Extremists Abduct 
Students in Nigeria  
July 1, 2026 | Africa

On Monday morning, Gunmen attacked 
Government Day Secondary School in Lassa, 
Askira/Uba Local Government Area of Borno 
state while students were sitting for National 
Examinations Council examinations, abducting 
students and school staff and killing at least 
one teacher, according to Nigerian officials and 
media reports. 

The attack occurred after 9 a.m., according to 
Borno State Police spokesperson ASP Nuhu 
Kenneth Daso, who described the incident as 
a terrorist attack. SaharaReporters reported 
that the assailants stormed the town on 
motorcycles during Lassa’s market day, fired 
repeatedly, and took away students and 
teachers. 

By Tuesday, Reuters reported that at least 
36 students and one staff member remained 

in captivity, while eight people, including the 
school’s vice principal, had been rescued. 
Borno State Commissioner for Education, 
Lawan Abba Wakilbe, said those still held 
included 25 female students, 11 male students, 
and one staff member. 

The Associated Press report1that 36 students 
and three teachers were missing after the 
raid, and that at least one teacher was killed. 
Amnesty International Nigeria gave a higher 
casualty figure, saying two teachers and one 
student were killed, while the number of 
abducted students was initially unspecified.

Local and police accounts said the attackers. 
were dressed in military-style clothing, 
including camouflage and forest guard 
uniforms. Anadolu Agency reported that 
the clothing appeared intended to make 
the assailants look like legitimate security 
personnel.  

Security forces, including police and military 
personnel, launched a search operation after 
the abduction. Daso said the area commander 
in Askira/Uba had mobilized police and military 
units to pursue the attackers into nearby bush 
areas.   

Likely Suspects 

The U.S. government designated Boko Haram 
as a Foreign Terrorist Organization and a 
Specially Designated Global Terrorist group 
in 2013. The U.S. National Counterterrorism 
Center describes Boko Haram as a Sunni 
violent extremist group seeking to establish 
a Salafi-Islamist state in Nigeria free from 
Western-style education and influence. 

Boko Haram is often associated with the 2014 
abduction of schoolgirls from Chibok, also 
in Borno. The group and its splinter faction, 
Islamic State West Africa Province, have 
operated for years across northeastern Nigeria 
and the Lake Chad region, including parts of 
Cameroon, Chad, and Niger.  

Boko Haram’s ideology has made schools a 
repeated target. The group opposes Western-
style education, and its attacks have affected 
Muslim and Christian communities across 
the region. For Christians in northern Nigeria, 
Boko Haram’s violence forms part of a wider 
security crisis in which extremists and armed 
groups have attacked churches, villages, 



pastors, farmers, and students. Authorities have 
not publicly identified the religious affiliation 
of the abducted students, but the pattern of 
attacks has continued to limit education and 
daily life in communities where Christians and 
other civilians live under threat. 

The Effects of Terrorism

Amnesty International has warned that school 
abductions in northern Nigeria are keeping 
children out of classrooms. In a 2025 report, 
Amnesty said at least 15 mass abductions of 
schoolchildren had been documented since 
the 2014 Chibok kidnapping, and that school 
closures across several northern states were 
affecting access to education.  

In its statement after the Lassa attack, Amnesty 
International Nigeria said schools should 
be places of safety and called on Nigerian 
authorities to take concrete steps to protect 
children and schools from armed groups 
operating across northern Nigeria.   

The Lassa attack took place during NECO 
examinations, a national secondary school 
examination taken by Nigerian students. The 
students attacked were between 15 and 18 years 
old, according to the Associated Press.   

Security commentator Polycarp Garba, reacting 
to the attack, pointed to the timing of the 
assault and questioned the speed of emergency 

response in a region that has faced insurgency 
for more than a decade. He noted that the 
students were attacked in broad daylight and 
argued that the distance between Maiduguri 
and Lassa should raise questions about 
whether a faster air response was possible once 
distress calls began. 

The attack comes after Nigerian authorities 
reported recent operations against insurgent 
groups in the northeast. Earlier in June, the 
Nigerian army rescued more than 300 people 
abducted by Boko Haram from Ngoshe, a town 
about 71 miles from Lassa, according to the 
Associated Press. In May, Nigerian officials said 
a joint Nigerian-U.S. operation killed 175 ISWAP 
fighters.   

As of the latest official figures reported 
Tuesday, dozens of students remained missing 
from the Lassa school attack. For families in 
the community, the examination hall where 
students gathered to complete a step toward 
graduation has become the latest site in 
Nigeria’s long-running school abduction crisis.

Pray for imprisoned or kidnapped Christians 

CHRISTIANS IN PRISON: This list is only a sample: CAMBODIA: Theary Seng; CHINA: Gao 
Quanfu, Tang Bingyi, Wan Changchun, Li Chenhui, Ju Dianhong, Zhan Ge;  Lian Xue Liang, Lian 
Chang Nian, Fu Juan, Li Jie, Hang Xiaodong, Yan Hwa, Gao Zhisheng, Wang Yi; Hao Zhiwei, Zhang 
Shaojie, Li Juncai, Lian Changnian, Jin “Ezra” Mingri; CUBA: Marcos Antonio Perdomo Silva; 
ERITREA: Mussia Ezaz, Dr. Kiflu Gebremeskel, Kidane Weldou, Haile Nayzg, Fit Sum-Berhan 
Gebrenegus, Teklab Menghisteab; INDIA: Sarju Prasad, Pastor Sawan; IRAN: See list at end of 
prayer sheet; KAZAKHSTAN: Pastor Maximov; MOROCCO: Jamaa Ait Bakrim; NORTH KOREA: 
Kim Jung-Wook; Kim Kuk-gi; Zhang Wen Shi; VIETNAM: Rah Lan Hip; Y Pum Bya; Nguyen Nang 
Tinh, Nguyen Trung Ton

KIDNAPPED VICTIMS: Raymond Koh, Gilbart Biswas, Leah Sharibu, Sarah Atef, Joshua Hilmya 
& wife Ruth Sitepu, Hormoz Diril, Pastor Zongo, Favina Alia 

Imprisoned Christians in Iran: Amirali Minaei, Nasser Navard Gol-Tapeh, Nerges Nasri, 
Somayeh Rajabi, Joseph Shahbazian, Ghazal Marzban, Javad Amini, Tumaj Aryankia, Mehdi 
(Yasser) Akbari; Jahangir Alikhani, Hamed Malamiri, Gholam Eshaghi, Mozhdeh (Mojdeh) 
Fallahi, Nasrollah Mousavi, Bijan Gholizadeh, Hamid Afzali, Iman Salehi, Zohrab Shahbazi, Yasin 
Mousavi, Esmail Narimanpour, Farrokh Kakai, Abdolrsa (Matthias) Ali-Haghnejad, Mina Khajavi 
Ghomi, Lalh Sa’ari.


