
PRAYER GUIDE 
SEP T EM BE R 2 0 2 6

1 PRAY FOR: Pastor of Discipleship and Care Josh 
Maurer, Ministry Director for Women’s Discipleship 

and Care Mindy Rynbrandt, Ministry Associates Barb 
DeLew, Joan Engeseth and Bruce Main and care 
coordinator and admin. asst. Christy Chiodras—Barb, 
the Mercy Care coordinator, the Mercy Care team, the 
deacons and deaconesses to care well for congregants 
facing ongoing housing, medical, transportation and 
other chronic needs; the Visitation Team (Bruce and 
Joan) as they connect our homebound congregants 
to their local church and encourage those who might 
feel alone and discouraged; the Elder Discipleship 
& Care committee and the Care Team as they seek 
to shepherd congregants in difficult or estranged 
marriages; those battling mental illness or other 
significant challenges. Curt and Karen Cole, Avant, 
U.S. based—the Coles as they encourage healthy 
church planting teams with Avant; praise God for 
wonderful summer conferences in Panama and Europe; 
opportunities to connect with two-thirds of the global 
Avant missionaries at the conferences.

2 PRAY FOR: Those experiencing grief or loss: 
Cathy Beasley, Bill Kroger, Liz Kroger, Marilyn 

Papierski, Rick Pflederer, Kristie Smalley. Greg and 
Debby Nichols, GEM, Czech Republic—the Ukrainian 
Bible Church in Prague—the baptism classes, the 
preaching rotation and a solution for its meeting space; 
Debby and the leadership team of Sela Osterreich as 
they facilitate a training event on September 23-25 in 
Austria; Russia to end their war against Ukraine.

3 PRAY FOR: Ongoing health needs: Michael 
Walker, Trinity Church, Central London, England. 

Melissa, Thailand—her continued ministry as a child 
counselor that continues to be in high demand; praise 



God that Cornerstone is growing and its new building 
includes a playroom for her work with children and 
families. Hanoi Bible College, Vietnam. 

4 PRAY FOR: Mike and Carol Beth Sprenger, U.S. 
based—praise God for their supporters, who enable 

them to walk alongside their brothers and sisters who 
are making his name known in the places where he has 
called them; their new grandbabies Owen and Lazarus; 
the marriage of their youngest, Linden in August. WOL 
Bible Seminary. 

5 PRAY FOR: Karen Bradley, WBT, U.S. based—
Karen as she helps facilitate a Women’s Bible study 

small group this year as they study the Gospel of John; 
thank God for the four new teachers who joined the SIL 
Global English team; their team to help students learn 
the languages needed for their ministry roles; praise 
the Lord for the opportunity to help at SIL’s summer 
training course in Kenya with Bible translators, linguists 
and literacy workers from Uganda, Tanzania, Nigeria, 
Ethiopia and South Sudan; what they learned to bless 
the communities they serve.

6 PRAY FOR: Jim and Lynette Hatcher, GEM, 
Central Europe—Jim as he teaches survey of the 

Old Testament to a group of students; praise God for 
providing a new location for the Kagran Evangelical 
Church in Vienna; the renovations to be completed 
by November 1; the two “elders in training,” who 
preached their first messages this summer and will 
meet regularly with the current elder team this fall. 
Ongoing health needs: Brian Bauer, Tony Belgio, 
Sirene Christman, Carmen DeGroot, Shawn DeMoss, 
Lisa Eckert, Barb Elsenheimer, Tyler Ferguson, Sara 
Jo Gogots, Kerry Pfund, Megan Stough, Nancy Tally, 
Gunnar Terhune, David Wiggins; missionary health 
needs: one female worker in North Africa, one female 
worker in South Asia, Mary-Ann Cox (retired), Jim and 
Nan Green (retired), Lynette Hatcher, Ray Leaf (retired), 
José Pablo Sánchez, Muriel Stilwell (retired), Julie T., 
Bob Wenninger (retired)

7 PRAY FOR: Steve and Mirian Cox, WOL, Brazil—
Mirian as she balances care for elderly parents; 

their ministry with the 21 student families; Vivi and Stef 
as they begin their sports ministry in Belo Horizonte 
to find a good church, a house and good friends; Vivi’s 
health (his sciatica nerve is flaring up, with their fifth 
child due in October). 

8 PRAY FOR: Brian and Warrie Blackburn, Mercy 
Ships, U.S.—the crew of the Global Mercy who are 

starting a new field service in Ghana, after three years 
in Sierra Leone; the crew to adapt to this new nation 
and culture and have an impact for Jesus; the crew of 



the Africa Mercy who continues to serve in Madagas-
car; their daughter Alyssa who will live at home as she 
attends the local junior college.

9 PRAY FOR: the HYACKS Parent night tonight; new 
parents as they and their students become involved 

in HYACKS. Jim and Julianna Gieser, YMCA, South 
Africa—Jim as he teaches on spiritual formation; its 
impact on the 10 students who are attending; wisdom 
to find schools that are a better fit for their middle boys, 
Mattias, grade six, and Hawkins, grade three; doors to 
open to options they found with specialized teachers; 
additional funding for added expenses.

10 PRAY FOR: Women’s Ministry—the Lord’s 
clear direction in hiring a women’s ministry 

associate; God to speak to the women who studied 
Psalms 119 this summer and draw them to deeper faith. 
Sara Klopfenstein, YFC, France—a new interest in 
their choir programs for adults in the gospel choir and 
a choir for grade school children in a local parochial 
school; a strong team of volunteers for the inner-city 
ministry and kids and families to get involved in its 
the activities; the hiring of a new pastor for the local 
Baptist church they attend.

11 PRAY FOR: Dan and Beth Long, SIM, U.S.— 
Beth as she cares for her mother, Muriel Stilwell, 

age 97; Dan’s California trip September 14-29 to speak 
at a missions conference and connect with supporters; 
Dan’s travel in October: to SIM Canada in Toronto for 
its Spiritual Life Conference and to Cyprus for a Crisis 
Response Training; the team planning the Perspectives 
on the World Christian Movement in Fort Mill, with a 
target of spring 2027 for a class.

12 PRAY FOR: Home-bound and care centers: 
Vivian Borrink, Ruth Comfield, Liz Cook, John 

Dykstra, Patty Edmonds, Mary Hamm, Carolyn Hass, 
Cordon Kerns, Wayne and Barb King, Bernie Kling, 
Marcia McCrary, Carol Nickerson, Evey Setran, Bob 
Wenninger, Wayne Widder. Chad and Leanna Wiebe, 
SEND, Ukraine. Two Workers in Asia—continued 
fruit through the Scripture Audio Player and Trauma 
Healing ministries; wisdom in planning for the year 
ahead and getting Scripture into people’s hands, minds 
and hearts; his resources to allow the various language 
groups they are working with to continue or begin 
Bible translation; his blessing on their time in the U.S. 
and their remote work.

13 PRAY FOR: the About Us Lunch at noon 
today; those who attend to learn how they 

can become involved at church. Pastor of Community 
James Seward, Ministry Associate for Small Groups 
Gary Cook and Admin. Asst. Pam Ferrill—God to 



bring much fruit through the Adult Communities and 
Men’s and Women’s Bible Studies; God to shape our 
church’s culture so that everyone is loved, known and 
connected; Pam as she balances her administrative 
work. Thad and Joy McAuley, GEM, France—the 
mission leaders from across Europe as they gather next 
week, and focus on equipping and disciple making; 
Thad who is involved in leading the gathering; his work 
with young ministry leaders, helping them develop skill 
sets for influencing others in positive, biblical ways. 

14 PRAY FOR: GriefShare as it begins tonight; 
those whose grief is recent to find support and 

encouragement. Midweek Prayer Meeting—more 
people to join this Zoom gathering to pray for God’s 
global work. Greg and Faith Hurst, SIM, Bolivia. St. 
Trivelius Institute, Sofia, Bulgaria.

15 PRAY FOR: Nathan and Vera Beck, GEM, 
Czech Republic—their recovery from an accident 

with a motorbike; healing, peace and strength for 
the motorcyclist and his family; the Becks who are 
emotionally shaken and need God’s peace; wisdom 
and resolution, especially with only one car at the 
present. Church family serving in the military: 
Jamie Bishop, David Curlin, David Elsen, Hannah English, 
Wesley Hanna, Derek Johanik, Jake and Tiffany Johanik, 
Peter Johanik, Ben Lemp, Christopher Martis, Howard 
Mill, Rachel Patrick, Sarah Powell, John Stough, David 
Tebbe, Douglas Yates.

16 PRAY FOR: Women’s Bible Study and Men’s 
Bible Study as they begin today; the women as 

they study the Gospel of John, and the men studying 
the Book of Romans; the fall start to the Wednesday 
evening clubs for children. Missions Pastor Curt Miller, 
Missions Office Manager Marilyn Papierski, Ministry 
Associate Missions Events & Communication Heather 
Wiggins, Admin Asst Rebecca Brush—the missions 
team and missionaries who are preparing for the 
upcoming missions festival in October; all effort to point 
to Jesus and God’s work around the world.

17 PRAY FOR: The Board of Missions and Chair 
Jon Smalley—wisdom to encourage and care 

well for global workers, especially those who are weary 
to find rest in Jesus. STAMP teams—the London team 
leaving on September 19; their evangelistic efforts at 
university Freshers Week to yield fruit; ministry partner 
Trinity Church Central London to be blessed by the 
team; praise God for the three World Impact teams that 
served this summer; their service to increase the harvest 
of missionaries who hosted them. Scott and Jenny 
Hawkins, ISI, U.S. (missions associates)—discernment 
to know how best to give of themselves on behalf of 
the ISI local outreach; Scott as he shifts to half-time 



during the next academic year; their high school and 
college age grandchildren who face contemporary 
challenges that requires thoughtful intercession; the 
Spirit of God to bring a turning to Christ among Hindu 
and Muslim background students.   

18 PRAY FOR: Run for the STARS is tomorrow 
morning; a good turnout and good weather for 

the runners. Charley and Cheryl Warner, Barnabas, 
Eurasia—churches in Ukraine carrying out gospel 
ministry in wartime; Ukrainian global workers serving 
in hard places; Charley and Cheryl who recently 
returned to Ukraine after eleven weeks of travel; their 
daughters in the U.S. and in Thailand. Robbie and 
Lauren Becker, RCE, Colombia—God’s guidance 
in the early stages of their church; wisdom for their 
living situation; more godly and qualified men to 
help lead their church; a professional accountant to 
help manage church funds the way the Colombian 
government requires; God to help them cross 
paths with Colombians who desire to be full-time 
missionaries to unreached people groups.

19 PRAY FOR: the membership class tomorrow; 
participants to take the first steps in the 

membership process. Stephen and Karis Rigby, 
Serge, Kenya—discernment to know which areas of 
renewal to step into in the church; Kenyan church 
leaders to be renewed daily by the gospel; grace to live 
a lifestyle of repentance and faith; praise God for the 
surgical team that operated on their daughter Julianna 
after a serious eye laceration; her good recovery as 
they return to Kenya. 

20 PRAY FOR: Hope Fellowship Church 
(church plant in Lombard), Pastor Eric 

Channing and the congregation—Eric and the 
elders as they shepherd the church. Emmanuel and 
Adugna Tahear, SIM, U.S.—stability in Ethiopia; 
their ministry partners’ outreach there; Emmanuel’s 
evangelistic services to the Burmese Church in St. 
Charles and the Vietnamese church in Wheaton; the 
monthly Multi-Nations Gatherings at church; praise 
God for the 2026 medical dental outreach that Adugna 
has been part of with a total of 4,808 patients treated.

21 PRAY FOR: Christ Church of South Metro 
Atlanta (church plant in Tyrone, GA), Pastor 

Zach Fallon and congregation. Paul A, GTN—Mary 
and Paul who begin online training with two groups in 
her home country, working through the Book of Mark; 
wisdom for Paul as he leads and clarity for Mary as she 
translates; God’s presence as they study his life and call to 
follow him: the Lord to grow their son, Isaac, in godliness.



22 PRAY FOR: the Hospitality Committee. 
Daniel, Forman Christian College, Pakistan—the 

students to grow academically and in wisdom and 
character; wisdom and unity as their team discerns 
needs, develops curricula and grows together; the 
church in Pakistan to experience God’s presence and to 
demonstrate his love.

23 PRAY FOR: New Covenant Church (church 
plant in Naperville) and Senior Pastor Chris 

Castaldo. Jon and Kathy Haley, WV, U.S. based—the 
couple they mentor to see a kingdom harvest among 
the young people they took on a short-term trip to 
Bulgaria; Kathy as she studies the best use of AI and 
other resources in their translation projects that would 
improve their workflow; praise God for the progress in 
Jon’s online Greek course set to launch this fall. 

24 PRAY FOR: the first Keenagers tomorrow to 
be a good time of fellowship. Jake and Honah 

Finn, OMS, Thailand—Honah as she builds community 
among their non-believing friends in Chiang Mai; her 
recovery from ongoing health issues (numbness and 
tingling on left side); Luca, Eli and Norah starting 
another school year to grow spiritually, physically, 
socially and academically; good relationships and trust 
with the Chinese and Thai communities who need 
healing/counseling in the broader missions community; 
praise God for cohesiveness within the leadership team 
at Cornerstone after challenges a few years ago.

25 PRAY FOR:  Outreach Carol Stream. Holy 
Trinity Church, Chicago (downtown and 

Northside), Pastors Jon Dennis and Kyle Edwards 
and congregations—thank God for the church’s gospel 
presence in Chicago.

26 PRAY FOR: Living Hope (church plant in Bata-
via), Pastor Ken Carr and the congregation. Rod 

and Kathy Duttweiler, East Mountain, U.S.— the ASDM 
training in Accra, Ghana, last month would be imple-
mented and applied in the last third of the year; Rod 
as he equips and mentors people who serve in Sene-
gal, South Africa, Liberia and the U.S.; God’s provision 
for East Mountain in South Africa and its  fundraising 
efforts in October and November. 

27 PRAY FOR: Mihai and Tamara Lundell, OCI, 
Italy—thank God for the retreat Tammy hosted 

earlier this month in Genova for a small group of young 
women involved in a ministry, Renovo; the Lundell’s 
church on its first all-church retreat this weekend; this 
time to be edifying for the church; God to provide for 
the increase in their financial support due to rising 
costs and more invitations to serve at a European and 
global level of leadership. 



28 PRAY FOR: José Pablo and Jane Sánchez, 
Decisión/OCI, Spain. Stephen and Teri 

Pardue, TeachBeyond, Philippines—the new students 
admitted into the ThM/lPhD program that include 
senior leaders from China, India, Myanmar, Indonesia, 
Sri Lanka and the Philippines; God to provide funding 
for those still in need; their family to adjust to living 
in the US for a one-year home assignment; renewal 
and good connections with family and friends; fresh 
vision for the years ahead; courage and protection for 
their alumni and all Christians in their region facing 
persecution for the sake of Christ.

29 PRAY FOR: Pastoral Residents Caleb Aulie, 
Ethan Kim, Zach Monte and Jacob Samuel 

Raju. South Asian Friendship Center, Chicago. 

30 PRAY FOR: Director of Communications 
Wil Triggs and Creative Communications 

Coordinator Kathryn McBride and Design Assistant 
CJ Wenninger. Dick Albright, TLI, Wheaton—
five Hispanic pastors and four African pastors in the 
Madison, WI, area to prepare themselves well for 
the next workshop; focused preparation for TLI staff 
meetings and the College Church missions festival in 
October; Jim and Michelle’s paperwork needed to return 
to Papua New Guinea to come though soon; Dick and 
his family to stay close to the Lord in all they do.

MISSION ACRONYMS:

AIM—Africa Inland Mission

GEM—Greater Europe Mission

GTN—Global Training Network

ISI—International Students, Inc.

OCI—One Challenge 
International

OMF—Overseas Missionary 
Fellowship

OMS—One Mission Society

RCE—Resourcing Christian 
Education

TLI—Training Leaders 
International

WV—World Venture

WOL—Word of Life

WBT—Wycliffe Bible 
Translators

YFC—Youth for Christ

PRAYER CALENDAR COMPILER: 
WANDA POOR


