1 Prayer for the Persecuted Church
QW for August 28, 2026

Prayer for the Persecuted Church: Our Best Practices

Our focus in this hour is on prayer for the global church, not ourselves or our local issues. We can
talk and even pray for those other things after prayer meeting is over at 1:00 p.m.

We strive to start our prayers by 12:10.

We are blessed to have a growing number of praying people join us. Let’s all offer short prayers
throughout our prayer time, allowing time for everyone to pray out loud if they wish. We are bless-
ed by prayers when we can hear them, but silent prayers from our people are as valued as spoken

ones.

Thank you for praying for the persecuted church. Encourage friends to pray, too! See our prisoner

prayer list at the end of the prayer sheets.

Jrom Voice of the Martyrs

Global Prayer Guide

Myanmar (Burma)

OVERVIEW:

Christian faith in Burma traces its roots to the
missionary efforts of Adoniram Judson, who
arrived in 1813 with his wife, Ann. The revised
Judson Bible translation into Burmese 1s still
the standard used by churches. Most Christians
are from the Chin and Karen tribal groups,
while relatively few of Myanmar’s Burman
ethnic majority have come to faith. Myanmar
has many Bible schools, even though most are
illegal, and indigenous church planters and mis-
sionaries boldly proclaim the gospel. Churches
are growing despite widespread persecution

by the government and the Buddhist majority.
The Burman ethnic majority dominates and
oppresses the other tribal groups. The country
went through a political coup in 2021. While
political change has been frequently discussed,
only superficial change has occurred, and the
military still controls the country.

MAJOR RELIGION:

Most Burman tribal members are Buddhust,

while the Chin and Karen people groups identi-
fy as Christian and are oppressed by the govern-
ment. Rohingya Muslims are a small but signifi-

cant group that has suffered devastating human
rights violations in recent years at the hands of
the military government.

PERSECUTOR:

The government, in cooperation with Buddhist
monks, is the main persecutor in Myanmar, but
local officials and tribal militias also persecute
Christians. Families and villagers who practice
animism often persecute those who convert to

Christianity.

WHAT IT MEANS TO FOLLOW CHRIST IN
MYANMAR (BURMA)

The widespread, long-running civil war direct-
ly affects Christians when they are targeted for
attack by the warring factions. Villagers with
animistic beliefs take vengeance on Christians,
claiming they are angering the local spirits.
Church gatherings and church buildings are
allowed in many parts of the country, but toler-
ance varies from state to state. Active believers
who share their faith face difficulties. Within
tribal groups, families oppose conversion, and
new believers are subject to close government
monitoring. Buddhist monks have actively op-
posed new Christian converts and evangelists.
Some pastors have been arrested and detained
for a few days at a time.



ACCESS TO BIBLES

Bibles can be purchased and owned legally in
small numbers, but most people cannot afford
them. While bookstores in large cities sell Bi-
bles, they are unavailable in many regions. Most
Burmese Bibles are smuggled into the country.

Give Bibles

VOM WORK

VOM provides materials for the growing
church, distributes Bibles and provides train-
ing for Christians. We also assist those who are
kicked out of their village and face persecution.

PRAYER REQUESTS:

o Christians, who compose 8% of Myanmar’s
population, are often persecuted. Pray for their
freedom to worship Christ.

o Using Matthew 10:16 as a guide, pray for Burmese
Christians as they minister amid a complicated ciwil
war.

*  Pray that churches, orphanages and other ministries
will remain open despite government restrictions and
crackdowns.

*  Pray for the encouragement and courage of pastors
who have been arrested for proclaiming the gospel.

*  Pray for the wisdom and discernment of front-line
workers as they disciple a new generation of leaders.

Open Doors Prayer Calendar

HONDURAS
Wednesday, August 26

After a corrupt election, ask God to guide the
country’s new government to act with integrity
and transparency. Pray that He will restore trust
among the nation’s people.

Thursday, August 27

Pray with the church in Honduras where in
several areas, violence from criminal groups has
increased insecurity and targeted church lead-
ers. They are often the community leaders and
influence the youth to stay away from criminal
recruitment.

Friday, August 28

Pray with Norma*, a Christian leader whose
son has been missing for almost a year. Our
partners are counseling and encouraging her.
Ask God to strengthen Norma and bring her
son home safely.

PHILIPPINES

Saturday, August 29

Pray with Pria*, a house church leader. Her hus-
band has strictly forbidden her from attending
church. Pray for safe and encouraging meetings
with Open Doors local partners.

Sunday, August 30

Praise God that our partners are leading mar-
riage enrichment programs for Christian cou-
ples from Muslim backgrounds. Pray for resil-
ience for families who have lost their homes and
livelihoods because they chose to follow Jesus.
Monday, August 31

Pray for Myrna* and her husband; their families
tried to destroy their marriage. “T'hey told us
our marriage was dead because of our faith,”
she says. Ask God to surround them as they
stand for Him.

Prayer Requests from Mission
Eurasia

Please pray for the young people who
heard God’s Word during Bible camps
this summer in the Muslim-majority
country of Tajikistan. Pray that the Lord
would continue working in their hearts and lead
them to saving faith in Jesus Christ. Also, pray
that friendships and unity among young people
from different churches would grow stronger,
and that the Lord would give our leaders in
Tajikistan wisdom and courage as they contin-
ue developing youth ministry. Pray that, in the
future, many more young people would come
to know Jesus Christ through Bible camps like
these.

Please pray for a team of young women
leaders in Israel who are planning to begin
a women’s club ministry. Pray that God would



guide their every step, give them a clear un-
derstanding of this ministry, and provide the
needed resources and materials.

This month, School Without Walls
(SWW) students and graduates, togeth-
er with other leaders, are planning a
two-week evangelistic outreach in six
communities across Armenia: Yerevan,
Gyumri, Ditak, Mkhchyan, Masis, and
Shorzha. During this outreach, they will
have opportunities to serve people, build rela-
tionships, and share the Good News in places
where many still need to hear about Christ.
Please pray for unity, wisdom, and strength for
the team, and for open doors in each commu-
nity. Most of all, pray that God would prepare
people’s hearts to receive the gospel and re-
spond to His love.

Please pray for the organization and
holding of the annual SOZO youth con-
ference in Bishkek, Kyrgyzstan and

for our part in this event. Pray that God
would protect everyone as they travel to this
event. Please also pray for our colleague Radi-
on Velchev, who will lead a training session for
young people from five Central Asian countries
on the topic “Mission, Calling, and Ministry.”
About 1,500 participants are expected to at-
tend.

Please pray for the ministry team in the
Central Asian country of Kazakhstan.
They are in an important season of coming to-
gether and growing in unity, and they desire to
become a spiritual family marked by trust and
love. Please pray for wisdom for the leaders,
health for each person, and that there would
be unity among them. Finally, please pray that
God would call more faithful leaders to join
them who would be passionate about this min-
1stry.

From Barnabas Aid Prayer
Journal

Friday August 28, 2026

At the time of writing, Cuba is facing critical
shortages of fuel and extensive blackouts that
have affected millions of people. One result 1s
that there 1s no power for water pumps, lead-
ing to a severe shortage of safe drinking water.
Thank the Lord that Barnabas Aid supporters
have funded the provision of solar panels for
Cuban churches that will, God willing, help
Christian communities through the present
crisis. Petition the Lord, who gives water and all
provision for both people and animals (Psalm
104:10-18), for a long-term resolution to the
ongoing shortages of fuel, water, medicine and
food.

Saturday August 29, 2026

Elections for both the presidency and legislature
of Haiti are, at the time of writing, scheduled
to take place tomorrow, having been postponed
since 2019 owing to instability caused by armed
criminal gangs. In mid-May hundreds of peo-
ple in the Cité Soleil neighborhood of Port-au-
Prince, the capital city, were forced from their
homes by a fresh wave of violence, adding to
an estimated 1.4 million displaced people. Ask
that the new government, allied to international
efforts, will be able to bring an end to this crisis.
Pray particularly for the Christians of Hait,
that the Lord will provide for their needs and
they will continue to be witnesses of the Gospel
hope that is found only in Christ.

Sunday August 30, 2026

Lord Jesus, we intercede for brothers and sisters
encountering apparent hopelessness through
war, persecution, natural disasters or extreme
poverty. We thank You that through Your glo-
rious resurrection we are born again to a living
hope in You that does not disappoint us. We
ask for mobilization of resources to support our
Christian family facing such suffering and that



You will use Your people to help them renew
their hope in You, for we pray in Your mighty
Name. (1 Peter 1:3; Romans 5:5)

Monday August 31, 2026

“It 1s my faith in God that keeps me going,” says
Susanna Liew about her long quest for answers
on the whereabouts of her husband, Pastor
Raymond Koh, last seen when he was abducted
from his car in Kuala Lumpur nine years ago.
The Malaysian High Court held the govern-
ment and the police responsible for the hijack-
ing, a ruling that the authorities are contesting.
Pray for continued courage and perseverance
for Susanna (Isaiah 40:31). Give thanks that
Susanna’s trust in God is a shining light encour-
aging others in their faith. Ask that it will also
soften the hearts of those in authority so that
they may finally reveal the truth and give Pastor
Koh’s family the answers they crave.

Prayer Requests from Help the

Persecuted

Believers Whose Homes Became a Place of
Threat

Hafiz, Afghanistan

After persecution for their faith in Jesus, Hafiz
and his family need the Lord to open a way for
them to relocate to a safer place. They also need
suitable work and provision as they continue
walking through hardship and uncertainty.

Wahhaj, Algeria

After Wahhaj’s uncle beat his mother because
of her faith, Wahhaj intervened and was also
threatened. The dispute has now reached the
court, and the family needs the Lord’s justice,
protection, and peace.

Kawthar, Algeria

Because Kawthar is a Christian, her family has
deprived her of everything and even forbidden
her from visiting them. After the departure of
the only brother who accepted her faith, they
threatened to kill her if she ever entered their

home again.

o Lord, provide a safer place, suitable work, and
Jorward movement for Hafiz and his famaly.
Bring justice and peace for Wahhaj and protect his
mother from_further harm. Comfort Kawthar in her
wolation, provide for her needs, and protect her from
every threat. In Jfesus’ name, Amen.

House Church Believers Needing a Secure

Place to Gather

Adham, Ajmal, and Burhan, Iraq

Several groups of Iranian believers led by Ad-

ham and Ajmal, along with Burhan’s group in

Iraq, have no safe place to meet. They need the

Lord to provide a secure location where they

can gather, worship, study Scripture, and en-

courage one another without fear.

»  Lord, provide a safe and secure place for Adham,
Aymal, Burhan, and the believers gathering with
them. Protect every meeting, strengthen their
Jellowship, and let their worship continue without
Jear: In Jesus’ name, Amen.

Believing Mother Praying for Her Unsaved

Son

Saeed & Suhaila, Jordan

Suhaila fears for her son Saeed’s life as vio-

lence and instability threaten minorities in their

region. Yet, the Lord is already working. After
holding a hostile view toward all religion, Saeed
has begun asking his mother questions about

Christ and has downloaded the Bible onto his

phone because he wants to understand the hope

he sees in her life.

o Lord, preserve Saced’s life and surround him with
Your protection and peace. Continue opening his heart
to Christ, answer his questions through Scripture,
and complete the good work You have begun.
Strengthen Suhaila as she prays and witnesses to her
son. In fesus’ name, Amen.

A Pastor at Risk for Helping Persecuted
Christians Escape

Abbas, Syria
After Abbas helped a persecuted family escape



to Lebanon, those pursuing the family have

begun asking within the Christian community

about who helped them. He needs the Lord’s
protection, wisdom, and covering.

o Lord, protect Abbas from those searching for him and
gue ham wisdom in every conversation and decision.
Cover ham, hus famuly, and the believers around him
as they continue helping those in danger. In Jesus’
name, Amen.

Field Minister Prayer Requests

Aseel, Libya

“Please pray for the protection of the Safe
House and its beneficiaries, in the name of
Jesus.”

Amin, Lebanon-

“Please pray for the spiritual training that will
be held in the office next week, and for the
approval of a beekeeping training for the perse-
cuted, which would help them find a source of
livelihood for their families.”

Jalal, Syria

“Please pray for the preparations for the camp
to be held in early September, and for the invi-
tations that will be sent out.”

Nabeel, Iraq

“Please pray for the annual conference, that the
Lord would arrange every detail and crown it
with success.”

Qasem, Tiirkiye

“Please pray for the seminar plans at the Train-
ing Center after the previously scheduled sem-
inar in August could not take place because

the invited participants were unable to obtain
travel permission. Pray that God would open
the doors for the necessary permissions, remove
every obstacle, and prepare the right time. Pray
also for the Pedaraneh Ministry as the team
prepares for the next season, recording new
podcast episodes and holding seminars to en-
courage, equip, and strengthen believers. Pray

that God would provide every resource and use

them to reach many with the Gospel and en-

courage those facing persecution.”

»  Lord, protect the Safe House in Libya and every
person staying there. Bless the trainings, camps,
conferences, seminars, and outreach preparations
across the Field Munistry Team. Open doors for
lwelihood traiming, remove travel obstacles, provide
every needed resource, and use each gathering and
message lo strengthen believers and draw many to
Chrust. In Jesus’ name, Amen.

ANSWERED PRAYER
Released from Prison

Praise God for Noori in Lebanon, who has
been released from prison after a period of
detention over online posts. The Lord answered
the prayers lifted up for him, and his release
was nothing short of miraculous. Continue to
pray for Noori, his wife, and his children as they
recover.

Work With Honest Acceptance

Praise God for Sayyid in Algeria, who has
found work in his field of study and settled in
well. Before being hired, he told his employers
about his faith in Christ, and they accepted him
nonetheless. Thanks be to the Lord.

An Open Door After Intimidation

Praise God for answering prayer in Jordan after

the intimidation believers have faced from reli-

gious leaders. Through the team’s acquaintanc-
es, the Lord arranged a visit with Rafig’s family,
who welcomed them with love despite their
fears. The visit opened the way to speak about
salvation in Christ alone, and the team was able
to give them portions of the Bible.

»  Lord, we praise You_for releasing Noori_from prison,
providing work for Sayyid, and opening a door for
Gospel conversations with Rafig’s family. Continue
lo bring healing, provision, courage, and spiritual
Jfruat through each answered prayer. In Jesus’ name,
Amen.



International Christian Concern
Nigerian Christian, Muslim
Leaders Sign Peace Statement

August 26, 2026 | Africa

More than 50 Christian and Muslim leaders
in Nigeria have signed an interfaith peace
accord aimed at reducing religious tensions,
rejecting hate speech, and strengthening
cooperation between the country’s two largest
religious communities.

The agreement, signed in Abuja on Aug. 12,
represents a positive step for a country that
has endured years of religiously influenced
violence, particularly in its northern and
central regions. The accord also establishes a
new body intended to promote cooperation
between Christian and Muslim leaders across
Nigeria.

The agreement should be welcomed, particu-
larly because religious leaders have significant
influence over the communities they serve.
However, the signing itself should not be mis-
taken for a solution to Nigeria’s longstanding
security and religious freedom challenges.

Nigeria remains deeply divided along reli-
gious and regional lines. The country’s more
than 200 million people are roughly divided
between a predominantly Muslim north and
a largely Christian south, while substan-

tial Christian and Muslim populations live
throughout the country. Islamist extremist
organizations, including Boko Haram and
Islamic State West Africa Province (ISWAP),
have killed and displaced large numbers of
Nigerians for more than a decade.

A Positive Message from Religious Leaders

The accord comes at a time when tensions
surrounding religion remain particularly sen-
sitive.

At the Abuja conference, Muslim World
League Secretary-General Mohammad Al-Is-
sa said leaders from both faiths were eager to
“turn a new page.” He acknowledged that ex-
tremist ideas have harmed people from both
religious communities.

Nigerian Christian and Muslim leaders also
emphasized the importance of rejecting
inflammatory rhetoric. John Praise Daniel,
chairman of the Northern Christian Religious
Leaders’ Assembly, said the agreement should
help reduce divisive rhetoric among religious
leaders, including hate speech, disrespect
toward other faiths, and language that labels
members of other religions as unbelievers.

Khalid Abubakar, secretary-general of Ja-
ma’atu Nasri Islam, similarly emphasized
that cooperation does not require Muslims or
Christians to abandon their religious convic-
tions.

These commitments matter because religious
rhetoric can fuel fear, mistrust, and hostility
between communities. Responsible leadership
from pastors, priests, imams, and other reli-
gious figures can help prevent local tensions
from becoming broader communal conflicts.

The presence of senior government officials
also gave the agreement additional visibility.
Deputy Senate President Barau Jibrin rep-
resented President Bola Tinubu at the cere-
mony, while three northern state governors
attended. Jibrin said the government remains
determined to keep Nigeria united despite the
country’s religious and other differences.

A Step, Not the Solution

Despite the agreement’s encouraging nature,
Nigeria’s religious tensions cannot be resolved
through declarations alone.



For years, Christian communities in northern
and central Nigeria have experienced attacks
from Islamist extremists, armed groups, and
other militants. Churches have been destroyed,
pastors and other religious leaders have been
killed or kidnapped, and entire communities
have been displaced.

At the same time, it 1 important to recognize
that Islamist extremist violence has also killed
large numbers of Muslims. Boko Haram and
ISWAP have repeatedly attacked Muslim
civilians, villages, religious leaders, and gov-
ernment institutions. Reuters reported that the
vast majority of victims of Islamist insurgent
violence in Nigeria have been Muslims, even as
Christians have also faced severe attacks.

This complexity makes genuine interfaith
cooperation particularly important. Citizens
have a shared interest in confronting extremist
ideology and protecting civilians regardless of
their faith.

However, religious harmony cannot substitute
for effective security and the protection of reli-
gious freedom. The Nigerian government must
still ensure that security forces respond effec-
tively to attacks, protect vulnerable communi-
ties, investigate abuses, and hold perpetrators
accountable.

Religious leaders can help reduce tensions and
counter extremist narratives, but they cannot
independently stop Boko Haram, ISWAP, ban-
ditry, or other forms of organized violence.

Longstanding Challenges

The accord also comes as Nigeria approaches
its January 2027 presidential election, when re-
ligious identity 1s expected to play a significant
role in national politics again.

President Tinubu’s ruling All Progressives Con-
gress has retained the Muslim-Muslim pres-
idential ticket it used in 2023, breaking with
Nigeria’s longstanding practice of balancing
the country’s two largest faiths on presidential
tickets. The decision has already contributed to
renewed discussion about religious representa-
tion and political inclusion.

Against this backdrop, efforts by Christian and
Muslim leaders to maintain dialogue and dis-
courage inflammatory rhetoric are particularly
valuable.

Yet dialogue must eventually produce tangible
results for ordinary Nigerians. Communi-

ties threatened by terrorism need protection.
Victims of religious persecution need justice.
Families whose loved ones have been abduct-
ed need meaningful assistance. Churches and
other religious institutions need security, and
displaced communities need opportunities to
return home safely.

The Nigerian government has a responsibility
to ensure that religious freedom is protected
not only in official statements but in practice.

The United States has also maintained signifi-
cant concern about Nigeria’s religious freedom
situation. In 2025, the United States returned
Nigeria to its Countries of Particular Concern
list, citing severe violations of religious free-
dom.



UK Pastor Booked on Bizarre
Charges

August 24, 2026 | India

Authorities charged a British Christian leader
of Indian descent in Pune, Maharashtra, In-
dia, for allegedly attempting to illegally convert
Hindus to Christianity under a law that has yet
to come into effect.

The Pune police filed the chargesheet on Aug.

7 under the anti-conversion law known as “The
Maharashtra Freedom of Religion Act, 2026,
but the law won’t come into effect until the end
of August.

The police realized their blunder and are now
trying to pursue the case under other legal pro-
visions against Pastor Pankaj Devnoor, who is
associated with the Anglican Episcopal Church
International in Manchester, UK. But the
blooper has put the police in the spotlight both
at the national and international level.

The 50-year-old Devnoor had come to attend
a 10-day church anniversary celebration in the
Guruwar Peth area of Pune, Maharashtra, in
early August.

But Hindu nationalists curtailed the celebra-
tions by complaining against Devnoor to the
police, who, however, upon realizing their mis-
take, did not detain him.

Timeline of Anti-Conversion Law

The Maharashtra Freedom of Religion Act,
2026, which criminalizes forced or fraudulent
religious conversions and carries penalties of up
to 10 years in prison, was enacted through the
following legislative process.

* March 5 — The Maharashtra state cabinet
approved the draft anti-conversion bill.

* March 13 — The bill 1s formally tabled in
the Maharashtra Legislative Assembly.

* March 16 — The Maharashtra Legislative
Assembly passes the bill by a voice vote
during the budget session.

* July 30-31 — The legislation is published in
the state official gazette following approval
and receives assent from the Indian
President Droupadi Murmu.

* Aug 28 — The law formally takes effect
and 1s fully operational for enforcement
across the state.

Rules Ignored

The incident of booking the UK church leader
under a law that has not come into effect high-
lights the growing legal scrutiny surrounding
religious freedom in India, particularly as more
states adopt strict measures against forced con-
versions.

These laws impose heavy penalties, including
lengthy prison sentences, for any conversions
achieved through coercion or financial induce-
ment.

It can also be placed on record that to date,
there is not a single conviction under these laws.

It also shows how the police try to take action
based on the Hindu-supremacy narratives set
by the ruling Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) in
many states. Due to this, the police work to by-
pass due legal process to intimidate the minori-
ty Christian community in India.

Alternative Indictment

While the anti-conversion charges failed, the
Pune police are relentless and said they are in-
vestigating potential violations of immigration
rules by the UK pastor.

The police note that while his Overseas Citizen
of India (OCI) status allows the pastor to attend
prayer meetings, preaching or delivering public
religious discourses requires prior official per-
mission.



The Complaint

On Aug. 7, a group of Hindu men entered the
premises, where the church celebrations were
occurring, and accused Devnoor of attempting
forced conversions.

One of the men, a driver, complained to the
police that Devnoor was responsible for con-
ducting illegal conversions. The police prompt-
ly registered a case against him under the
non-implemented anti-conversion law.

In the complaint, the driver even went to the
extent of alleging that Devnoor was using Indi-
an musical instruments and Hindu terminology
to lure Hindus to Christianity.

But Devnoor’s family and legal team called the
allegations completely “baseless,” clarifying
that he was merely participating in a Christian
community prayer meeting.

Fair Ruling by Court

During legal proceedings, it was revealed that
although the anti-conversion bill received
presidential assent on July 31, it is not sched-
uled to officially come into force until Aug. 28.
Consequently, the anti-conversion charges were
dropped.

The court then granted Devnoor interim antic-
ipatory bail, noting that a Christian gathering
with open entry does not automatically imply
an intention to convert outsiders.

Under his strict bail conditions, Devnoor is
currently barred from leaving India without
court permission and must report regularly to a
local police station.

The case 1s coming up for court hearing next
on Aug. 25, just three days before the Maha-

rashtra anti-conversion law comes into actual
effect.

Family Response
According to media reports, Devnoor’s family
1s considering legal action against the Indian

police. They are also worried about his safety
as his name and photo have been published in
all the media.

Meanwhile, a spokesperson for the UK For-
eign, Commonwealth and Development Office
has reportedly said they are supporting the
British man in India and are in contact with his
family and local authorities.

From Christian Post

Wife of imprisoned Zion
Church pastor sees ‘blessing’
amid CCP persecution: ‘A
sacrifice to the Lord’

By Jon Brown, Christian Post Reporter Sat-
urday, August 22, 2026

Geng Pengpeng, wife of Pastor Gao Yingjia,
told The Christian Post that the continued
imprisonment of her husband and seven other
Beijing Zion Church leaders has refined her
faith and united Christians in China.

Speaking by phone from Thailand, where she
moved with her 6-year-old son after the Chi-
nese Communist Party’s nationwide crackdown
last October on unregistered house churches,
Geng also expressed hope for revival and urged
prayer for the officials persecuting her hus-
band.

Nearly 30 Zion pastors and members were
originally detained in what observers called
China’s largest coordinated action against an
urban house church in more than 40 years.
The church, whose network has thousands of
members throughout China, drew internation-
al attention when the detention of its founding
pastor, Jin Mingri, prompted a diplomatic inci-
dent between China and the United States.

Jin, some of whose family members are U.S.
citizens, was released to the U.S. on July 4 as
a goodwill gesture from Chinese President Xi
Jinping following intervention by President
Donald Trump. Eight leaders remain impris-



oned, including Gao, whose wife says God has
been using their suffering for good.

‘If God allows this to happen, it must be a
blessing’

Geng, who also goes by the English name Che-
rie, recounted to CP the harrowing early-morn-
ing hours of Oct. 11, 2025. Plainclothes police
officers banged on the door of a friend’s house
where she was hiding with her family in a Bei-
jing suburb. They had escaped there after news
spread throughout the church that authorities
had surrounded Jin’s home and another one of
their pastors had disappeared.

The day before, after speaking with church
leaders in Beijing and other cities, Gao learned
the Chinese government had initiated sweeping
enforcement measures on a scale far greater than
they initially realized. He initially intended to re-
main at home but agreed to leave amid Cherie’s
concern for their 5-year-old son.

Cherie remembers how rainy and quiet the night
was when she packed their things and tucked

her son’s Bible into a bag as they fled to stay with
friends. She later learned police broke through
their door after they left and terrified her cat,
which she found cowering in a closet amid ev-
idence 1t had tried to claw its way out of the
window.

Cherie Geng and her husband escaped with their
young son to a friend’s house in a Beijing suburb
last October amid news that CCP authorities
had begun a crackdown on the leaders of Zion
Church.

Cherie Geng and her husband escaped with their
young son to a friend’s house in a Beijing suburb
last October amid news that CCP authorities
had begun a crackdown on the leaders of Zion
Church. | Courtesy Geng Pengpeng

Cherie suspects that authorities were tracking

their locations through their cell phones. She re-
membered that hours before the authorities came
to take her husband away, she struggled to sleep,
constantly checking messages from fellow church
members to see who else had been arrested. Her
husband seemed comparatively undisturbed.

“I think my husband looked pretty peaceful. He
fell asleep pretty quickly,” she said.

Police announced themselves at around 2 a.m.
with “a really harsh knock at the door,” she re-
counted.

“We were staying in a big house, and we were on
the second floor. When we heard the noise, we
put on our clothes and came downstairs. They
were talking to our friends, and they looked at
my husband. They said, “This is the guy we’re
looking for.””

Despite her initial fear and panic, Cherie said

as they got news that “more and more people’s
houses were surrounded,” she “suddenly felt this
peace from the Lord and felt like God is work-
ing through all this.” She said a Christian friend
encouraged and reminded her that God is sover-
eign and accomplishes His will regardless of evil.

“By the time they took away my husband, I was
pretty peaceful. I think the last thing I said to
my husband was, ‘If God allows this to happen,
it must be a blessing.” But it was a pity we didn’t
have time to hug each other and to talk,” she
said.

Living a life for Jesus

Cherie told CP that she grew up with a Christian
mother, learned how to pray and memorized
many Bible verses, but didn’t feel that she had a
personal relationship with Jesus Christ until she
came to question the pursuit of fame and fortune
as she was completing her doctorate in plant
genetics.



“Those things were really not what I was look-
ing for, so I was thinking of something more
meaningful. So I got really confused about my
future. I think that’s how 1t started. I started

to explore,” she said. She first attended Haid-
1an Christian Church, a large, state-registered
Protestant church in Beijing, but found herself
falling asleep during sermons she struggled to
understand.

Ezra Jin, founding pastor of Zion Church,
poses in Beijing days after authorities shut
down his church in 2018. Cherie Geng said
her personal relationship with Jesus Christ
began after hearing Jin preach the Gospel.
Ezra Jin, founding pastor of Zion Church,
poses in Beijing days after authorities shut
down his church in 2018. Cherie Geng said
her personal relationship with Jesus Christ
began after hearing Jin preach the Gospel. |
As she continued to feel more alienated from
her secular life and the relationships she had
with non-Christians, many of whom drift-
ed from her as they left China to continue
post-doctoral studies in the U.S.; Cherie said
she felt called to something else, though she
remained unsure of what that was.

Following an experience with Seventh-day Ad-
ventists in Australia that she also was unable to
relate to, a friend invited her to Zion Church
in 2008 when she returned to Beijing. There,
she heard Pastor Jin Mingri, also known as
Ezra Jin, invite his listeners to dedicate their
lives to following Christ.

“I just felt really touched by the Holy Spirit.
Pastor Ezra, he was preaching and he was
calling people: “Who wants to give their life to
Jesus?” And I felt that strong calling from Jesus
asking, ‘Do you want me to be your Lord?*”

“I just couldn’t help. I just started crying and
trembling in my body, so I decided to give my
life to Jesus,” she said. “And also, at the same
time, I felt this passion that I should live a life

for Jesus, even die for Jesus. So that’s how I
became a Christian.”

Cherie met her husband at a Zion Church re-
treat when he was serving as a pastoral intern.
Her original vision of serving as a missionary
in faraway countries led her to work with
American missionaries and become an English
teacher, though she came to assume that her
ministry would likely not extend beyond being
a mother and a local pastor’s wife.

‘Turning the cursing into a blessing’

Despite an overwhelming sense of being will-
ing to suffer for Jesus during her conversion
experience, Cherie said the suffering to which
her family has been called has both tested and
strengthened her faith while making it more
real.

“When I first became a Christian, I loved
reading biographies; stories of Hudson Taylor,
Mother Teresa and other missionaries were
really inspiring to me,” she said. “So I thought
I should live this life for Jesus. But by then, I
didn’t really go through any trials or difficul-
ties. So being a mother for Jesus, that was the
only heroic [thing I had done], so it wasn’t so
real. But at the moment, I feel like 1t’s even
more real. So my faith is growing stronger
than when I had those feelings.”

Cherie Geng said her family’s suffering has
strengthened her Christian faith, and made
her better able to relate to figures who also
suffered for the sake of the Gospel.

Cherie is only able to communicate with her
husband and learn of his condition through
lawyers and 12 of his handwritten letters,
which she said have been “a great comfort” to
her. She believes Gao has been called to serve
the Lord in prison, and has learned from some
who have been released that he’s maintaining
a disciplined life.



“In China, it’s impossible to do prison minis-
try. So I think at the moment they are really
doing prison ministry now,” she said of the
eight still detained in the oppressive detention
center in China’s southern Guangxi province.

Cherie said she has been told that her hus-
band’s maintenance of hope and physical
discipline was a testimony to other prisoners
who were feeling despair.

“The people inside, they were hopeless, so
desperate, but they saw my husband and the
other people, how they look so peaceful. So
people were really curious and asked, “‘Why
don’t you look like you’re in a prison?’ So
they’ve been doing really good testimony,” she
said.

“So I heard my husband 1s really doing well.
Through his letters and the letters through the
lawyers, he wrote lots of sermons and poems
in prison. So each time when I read them, I
had tears, and also I got encouraged. I know
God 1s really working through the trial. He’s

turning the cursing into a blessing,” she added.

Cherie’s young son, who was only 5 when au-
thorities came to arrest his father, was at first
confused by his father’s disappearance and
suffered nightmares that he was being chased
by police who had come to take his mother
away. Unsure of how to explain his father’s
situation to him, her attempts to frame it as a
long business trip proved unsuccessful.

After praying for discernment, she read her
son the stories of Paul’s imprisonment in the
book of Acts, which she said “really helped.”

“So he figured it out. He said, ‘Mom, I think
my father is doing prison ministry now, so we
should also live a faithful life. We should share
the Gospel with people around us,’” she said,
adding that her son took to sharing the Gospel

with his kindergarten classmates in Thailand.

Cherie Geng said her son was confused by
his father’s disappearance and suffered night-
mares that police were chasing him, but that
he has since come to understand that his
father is serving the Lord in prison.

By late spring, her son’s nightly prayers that
they would be reunited with his father and
return to China became a single request that
God would simply bring back his dad.

“I said, ‘Why didn’t you pray for me and you
to go back to Beijing?” He said, ‘Mom, I'm
making friends now. I have a good friend in
the kindergarten, and I think Thailand is not
bad.” He also encouraged me to share the
Gospel with his friend’s mom. He said, “Their
whole family, they don’t know Jesus, so you
should tell his mom.™

‘Growing through sufferings’

For Christians in the U.S. and around the
world who want to know how best to pray for
Zion Church and the larger church in China,
she asked them to plead with the Lord to con-
tinue the unity that has come amid persecu-
tion. She remembered in the immediate wake
of the arrests last fall, Christians from all over
joined them in solidarity.

“I think we have seen churches more united
than ever. I remember when it first happened,
every Tuesday our church had a prayer night
for the persecuted ones,” she said.

“I remember lots of people from other
churches, they joined our prayer meetings and
also in the [online chat app]. Lots of peo-

ple, they were writing, “lonight we are Zion
Church. We are all Zion Church. We are with
you all.” So I felt like God is really working and
stirring up something much bigger than this,”
she continued.



“So pray for the persecuted church and pray
for unity; and also pray for the country, for
the authorities, for them to be able to have
justice and to see the value of Christianity.”

Cherie remembered that when Ezra Jin
would baptize new Christians at Zion
Church, he would publicly ask them if they
were willing to suffer for the sake of Jesus
Christ, even 1f it cost them their lives. She
sees her present situation and the wider per-
secution of Christians in China as a sacrifice
out of which she hopes God will bring forth

much fruit.

“The DNA for Chinese churches, a very
important part is suffering. So we’ve been

Pray for imprisoned or kidnapped Christians

growing through sufferings,” she said. “My
husband is away. I need to be a father and

a mother at the same time, and there were
difficulties. But spiritually, I feel like we were
never so close to the Lord and so strong and
mature 1n faith.”

“Also, I feel this 1s like a sacrifice to the Lord
for the churches, for the faith to be restored,
for the revival of Chinese churches. We
didn’t expect our church to be getting atten-
tion from different countries and the whole
world. So we feel like, at the same time, God
1s using this to bring a bigger revival. He’s
working on something much bigger, much
greater than we expected,” she added.

CHRISTIANS IN PRISON: This list is only a sample: CAMBODIA: Theary Seng; CHINA: Gao Quanfu,
Tang Bingyi, Wan Changchun, Li Chenhui, Ju Dianhong, Zhan Ge; Lian Xue Liang, Lian Chang Nian, Fu
Juan, Li Jie, Hang Xiaodong, Yan Hwa, Gao Zhisheng, Wang Yi; Hao Zhiwei, Zhang Shaojie, Li Juncai,
Lian Changnian; CUBA: Marcos Antonio Perdomo Silva; ERITREA: Mussia Ezaz, Dr. Kiflu Gebremeskel,
Kidane Weldou, Haile Nayzg, Fit Sum-Berhan Gebrenegus, Teklab Menghisteab; INDIA: Sarju Prasad,
Pastor Sawan; IRAN: See list at end of prayer sheet; KAZAKHSTAN: Pastor Maximov; MOROCCO:
Jamaa Ait Bakrim; NORTH KOREA: Kim Jung-Wook; Kim Kuk-gi; Zhang Wen Shi; VIETNAM: Rah Lan
Hip; Y Pum Bya; Nguyen Nang Tinh, Nguyen Trung Ton

KIDNAPPED VICTIMS: Raymond Koh, Gilbart Biswas, Leah Sharibu, Sarah Atef, Joshua Hilmya & wife
Ruth Sitepu, Hormoz Diril, Pastor Zongo, Favina Alia

Imprisoned Christians in Iran: Amirali Minaei, Nasser Navard Gol-Tapeh, Nerges Nasri, Somayeh Ra-
jabi, Joseph Shahbazian, Ghazal Marzban, Javad Amini, Tumaj Aryankia, Mehdi (Yasser) Akbari; Jahan-
gir Alikhani, Hamed Malamiri, Gholam Eshaghi, Mozhdeh (Mojdeh) Fallahi, Nasrollah Mousavi, Bijan
Gholizadeh, Hamid Afzali, Iman Salehi, Zohrab Shahbazi, Yasin Mousavi, Esmail Narimanpour, Farrokh
Kakai, Abdolrsa (Matthias) Ali-Haghnejad, Mina Khajavi Ghomi, Lalh Saari.



